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INTRODUCTORY ESSAY. 



Our Britisli Birds have many enemies and many friends; 
each of whom like the comisel for plaintiff and defendant, 
has urged repeatedly the cases of his clients : the truth 
lies, as is proverbially acknowledged, between the extremes, 
A good many years ago, I was much shocked at the 
indiscriminate bird murder in the neighbourhood of Brigh- 
ton, which threatened to deprive the farmer and gardener oi 
many of their most valuable, although perhaps sometimes 
unacknowledged servants; and wishing to arrive at an 
approximate estimate of the value of European birds, to 
the economist especially, I examined the stomachs of all the 
species that I could procure at the various seasons of the 
year. Having been assisted most liberally by different 
correspondents in various parts of Great Britain and the 
Continent, I had at last a pretty complete series of facts 
relative to the food of birds, gathered from many hundred 
observations during the various months of the year. In 
order still further to complete my lists, I availed myself of 
such publications as the ^^ Zoologist," which contains many 
accurate notes of the contents of the stomachs and crops 
of birds. I arranged a series of tables which were 
exhibited before the British Association at Bath, in 1864, 
and read a paper which was necessarily too short to give 
that complete view of the subject, which I had originally 
intended to illustrate the result of seven years special 
study. I have endeavoured in the annexed catalogue of the 
British Birds, to give as complete a catalogue of them as 
possible, with as &11 a view of their use and beauty as space 
will admit. I have embodied in this synopsis the contents 
of my tables exhibited before the British A&<&ocii^^kiQL.t «cw\ 



have followed the " Zoologist list" on the ground of its being 
widely known and accessible to the unscientific naturalist ; 
and have made a few alterations and additions. 

While shewLDg the food of birds I thought it would be 
desirable to state many facts tending to exemplify their 
habits, distribution, value as food to man, and attractive 
qualities, if their true position and value was to be made 
clear; for many contingencies and counteracting agencies 
have to be taken into account ere we can truly estimate " the 
use and beauty of birds." 

For the convenience especially of those interested in 
agriculture, I have divided my list of birds into two classes; 
the more common birds, and the more rare. The more 
rare are of less importance to the economist in Britam, the 
birds being less abundant; but taking a more extended 
view of the subject, that is to say in its application to 
Europe and other parts of the world, they are of scarcely 
less value; but of less exclusively local importance. I 
have in my synopsis given the English and Latin name of 
each species, and the locality of each species, where most 
commonly found, so as to give some faint idea of its 
geographical distribution. 

I have also endeavoured to give what in my judgment 
appears to be a true summary of the economic value of 
each species. Species extremely rare and little known are 
here not noticed at all ; but I do not confine the idea of 
rarity, exclusively to those that are rare in Britain, unless 
stated in the division appropriated to this purpose. By 
economic value I here mean the relative importance of each 
species considered principally in reference to man's concern 
with it. This subject is in its fullest extent difficult of 
consideration, for all species have doubtless an important 
economic value did we appreciate it. "We have the eagles 
and many of the hawks, the common bunting, the yellow 
hammer and the chaffinch, the bullfinch, the magpie and 
jay, the ring dove, the pheasant and the partridge, the coote, 
the grey lag goose, many of the ducks, and nearly all the 
gulls, the guillemot and the razor bill, which each in its own 
^-ay Jessen our crops or our supplies of food in a high 



degree, in many cases giving little return adequate to the 
amount destroyed. Some, such as our game birds, are 
a yaluable crop in themselyes, which causes of course 
a considerable addition to be made to their value as 
species. 

It appears a question for the profound attention of the 
naturalist, the chymist, and the political economist, how far 
the earth is enriched, and its soil made more fertile by the 
consumption or destruction of organisms, some of which are 
treasured by us as our most important fruits of earth, or 
as our richest resources from the animal kingdom. With all 
the consumption of parts of organisms that have gone on 
since the first creation of matter, the earth is probably 
richer in the nitrogenous element, and more able to yield 
increased treasures every succeeding year. Reflecting on 
this renders plainer to us the advisability of the existence of 
species, even when they apparently injure our crops, until 
their place can be supplied by those which interfere less 
with our own wants, but which are as valuable as they. 
Popular ideas require a different arrangement, and must be 
diversely and more loosely expressed ; for this I have felt a 
necessity, and have made an attempt at system in my 
summary of the economic value of each species, which I 
have stated in its place. Those that are of the least 
economic value, such as the eagle, the bullfinch, and some 
of the ducks; birds that destroy our game and lambs 
greatly ; that destroy the buds of our fruit trees and their 
precious fruit; that gobble up the ova and fry of our 
salmon and our trout, are placed with the letter C attached 
to them. A, B, and C are used to express their value, A 
being the highest and C the lowest. 

I am however far from urging the utter extirpation 
even of those with the letter C attached to them, for such 
in my estimation would be a calamity. The raptorial 
birds, such as the eagle, while they do devour lambs, yet 
when extirpated, in some districts the changing hare has 
become so numerous as to injure the sheep pastures, as 
occurred in more than one locality in Scotlai^d. "^ksfc 
buzzards, kites and other hawka, \e%%eiv \J!cv'fe twckJ^^x^ ^'^ ^'^^ 
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mi^, rats, weasels and stoats, and in Scandinayia the 
destructive leming. 

The beauty of fonn and color I have indicated by A, B, 
and C, A being the highest. The voice of those birds such 
as the raven, the gull, and nearly all except our song birds, 
are indicated by C ; while the song birds have the degrees 
A and B assigned to them. I have referred in my cata- 
logue to the degree of rarity of each species, and of its 
occurrence or residence in Britain. This may be well 
compared with what has been said of its localities beyond 
the British Isles. 

The most important part of the synopsis is devoted to 
the consideration of the food of the birds according to the 
months, derived from notes of the contents of their stomachs 
at the various seasons of the year, in different countries, 
Britain especially, from my own and the researches of many 
other observers, and in some cases the best published 
standard authorities. The importance of the food of birds 
of the same species at different seasons of the year, has 
always excited some attention. Many will remember Mr. 
Florent Prevost's collection of the contents of the stomachs 
of Birds exhibited in the International Exhibition of 1862. 
This was however only extended to a few of the smaller and 
more common European birds, and not limited to those 
found in the British Isles. 

Special attention is called to that portion of the catalogue 
in which the food of the birds is arranged according to the 
months. The food of some species in accordance with these 
observations, would appear to vary much with the seasons ; 
while that of others is apparently continuous throughout 
the year. Of some birds several observations were made 
during one month, while of others I have as yet no precise 
information, but should be glad to receive any further data, 
to increase my knowledge of the subject of the food 
of particular species during the whole twelve months of the 
year. 

I shall briefly consider the economic value of a few 
representative species. "We have the vultures, of no impor- 
tance in Britain, but which are of the highest importance in 



other lands; they are the scavengers of Asia, Europe, 
Africa and America, in the warmer latitudes suitable to 
their habits, and as they are the only scavengers in those 
countries, they should be placed in the highest rank by the 
economist. They feed on reptiles as well as on carrion, at 
least some species do, such as the Egyptian Vulture 
(Caihartes percnopterus,) The golden eagle (Falco 
chrysaetos) and the white tailed eagle (Falco alhidlla) 
are now rare species with us, and are destnictive to lambs 
and game, with less corresponding return in the consideration 
of the mere sordid political economist than that of most 
species. They have a prestige of name, and a grandeur of 
aspect, which renders them objects of extreme interest and 
admiration. The spotted eagle (Falco noevius) is a 
more commonly useful bird, as it feeds much on reptiles, 
which are so abundant in many parts of Europe and Africa 
where it abounds. Most of the hawks are placed in the 
lowest clAss by the economist, on account of the game they 
destroy, but yet, be it remembered they likewise destroy 
numbers of rats, mice and reptiles, which are usually more 
dreaded than they. 

The owls are amongst the most useful of birds, and are 
placed in the highest class by the economist, for they live 
greatly on mice and vermin ; but occasionally devour young 
rabbits and other game ; but this is of less common occur- 
rence than with any of the hawks. These remarks 
especially apply to the bam and long-eared owls. 

The shrikes (Lanius collurio and excuhitor) are also 
among the Farmer's best allies, as also the fly^catchers. 
{Musdcapa grisola and Muscicapa atricapilla.) 

The (fipper or water ouzel, (Cinclua aquaticus) is a 
species which has been much accused of feeding on ova and 
the fry of fish, particularly of the trout and salmon. About 
twenty examinations of the stomachs of this bird at diflferent 
seasons, shew no ova, but beetles, mollusca and the larvae 
of aquatic insects; some of these insects feeding themselves 
on the ova of the salmon or the trout. 

The song thrush, (Turdus mustcua) Iil J«o»»a:^ <fesi«^ 
anything it can get^ whether bemea, cotcl, ^orcca^ ^^sy^ ^'^ 
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snails, preferring substances of an animal origin as a general 
rule. In February and March the same food is eaten, and 
during all the summer months insect food, seeds and berries 
are selected, with a large proportion of slugs and cater- 
pillars, which are eminently destructive to vegetation. 
Thrushes are shot and snared by the gardener who would 
preserve his fruit, and doubtless wisely when they are too 
numerous ; for the order in creation is the most advisable, 
that one species should keep another in check, and that man 
should judiciously also assist in maintaining the balance. 
Thus a moderate number of thrushes or nearly omnivorus 
birds devour the surplus of the insect and moUuscan popu- 
lations, which they generally prefer to food derived from 
plants ; while a larger number are obliged to be less exclu- 
sive in their diet, and eat what they fall in with at all of a 
suitable character. 

It is usual to consider insectivorous birds, the most 
useful to the agriculturist and to society in general ; but 
insects play an important part in the world's economy, they 
perform offices which no other animals can do, they are of 
immense importance as scavengers or cleaners ; without their 
presence the world would soon be a pestilential waste, unin- 
habitable by higher living organisms. Insects greatly prey on 
one another ; but their main enemies appear to be the birds, 
who in some cases destroy most useful insects, such as the 
honey bee, {Apis mellifica) or the cochineal insect, {Coccus 
indicus) and yet on the whole, we are bound to protect and 
encourage insectivorous birds, except in the neighbourhood 
of bee-hives, where it is advisable to keep a tame hawk. 
Insects destroy chiefly vegetable substances, and therefore 
birds are thought to effect great good by destroying them, 
which is true generally ; but it must be borne in mind that 
vast numbers of insects feed on plants not used by man ; in 
fact weeds, which they thus serve to keep in check. 

Insects by their various depredations in the vegetable 
kingdom, often stimulate growth by promoting decay, that 
decay which nourishes and provides for increased vigour of 
growth, the whole world being taken collectively, and the 
i}ement8 necessary for the development of life being taken 
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into account. Almost all the warblers are considered of 
the highest value to the economist, indicated by the letter 
A attached to them. The warblers being mostly excellent 
songsters, should receive some consideration on this account 
alone, and if insects especially require to be kept in check 
the warblers are the best birds for this purpose, as they are 
almost exclusively devoted to an insect diet, which would 
induce us to give them a place as high as any amongst 
birds from a utilitarian point of view. Their eggs are often 
destroyed, particularly those of the hedge accentor, {Accentor 
modularts), the willow wren, {Sylvia trochilus), and the 
common wren, (Troglodytes europcBus\ which is allied to 
them in habits and food, and many others I have marked 
with A, to indicate that they are deserving of special 
attention and consideration. 

The great tit, (Parus major), has been much persecuted, 
from the great supposed injury it does to fruit and fruit 
trees. In January my observations indicate that its stomach 
contains birds and insects. In February and March, seed, 
insects, and parts of small birds. In April, insects and 
their larvae, often extracted from under the buds of trees ; 
but actual buds are very rarely found in its stomach in my 
observation. Now a bud that has been mined by a 
dipterous, coleopterus or lepidopterous larva, never can 
expand into a perfect leaf; the sooner it is plucked oiBf the 
better ; the sooner will the tree produce other buds, and the 
sooner the larva is extracted the better, and the eggs that 
produce them ; deposited as they so frequently are, in or 
about the buds. The bird removes the insects or their eggs 
and often the ground is strewn with buds out of which the 
tit has extracted the worm. This often leads on the part 
of a superficial observer to a false conclusion, and consequent 
persecution of the tit. These remarks apply with even 
greater force to the blue tit {Parua cceruleus) than to the 
great tit (Parus major,) 

The chaffinch {Fringilla coslebs) in January and Feb- 
ruary feeds on seed, grain and berries. In March on seeds 
and insects. In April on seeds, green food and vasftjsJyfe.. 
In May on seeds and insects. Mmo«k\. «J^ ^xi^'^a. nr^^ 
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live on seeds and berries feed their young principally on 
insects. In June the chaffinch feeds on insects, berries and 
fruits. In July on insects, berries and fruits. In August 
on insects, fruits, seeds and berries. In October and 
November on seeds, berries and grain. 

The house sparrow {Fringilla domeatica) feeds on seeds, 
grain and refuse. It is worthy of note that many birds in 
whose stomachs grain is found, have obtained it from the 
droppings of animals, where it would be useless unless eaten 
by birds, or other small creatures ; and immense quantities 
of grain and other produce would be wasted, but for birds 
and insects, which pick it up in localities where no human 
eye could see, or hand reach. 

In Brighton in 1860 I observed that the sparrow in 
March eats green tops and seeds, and in April its food is 
more commonly insectivorous combined with green food. 
In May larvae, seeds and green tops. In June fruits from 
the garden and insects form its principal food. In July the 
same food, as in August and September, while in October, 
November and December grain is largely added to other 
refuse consumed. The sparrow in districts more agricul- 
tural than Brighton may do considerable damage to grain 
crops, but we must not forget on that account its 
many benefits, so as to do more than reduce its numbers. 
There has been a great outcry against the sparrow for 
its destniction of grain; but when we remember that 
all this grain is not necessarily stolen from a crop; which 
may not be at all lessened in some cases by the bird, 
even when found with grain in its stomach; on this 
account we are led to pronounce against the wholesale 
slaughter of the bird, whose real depredations are counter- 
balanced by the good it does in devouring the seeds of many 
of our most troublesome weeds, as well as by keeping in 
check our insect pests. 

The rook {Corvus frugilegus) in January feeds on seeds, 
worms, grubs and mice. In February on seeds, worms, 
grubs and mice. In March and April on seeds, worms, 
grubs and grain. In May and June on young birds, mice 
and insects. In July on insects, young birds and mice. 
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In August and September on insects, mollusca and small 
animals. In October, November and December on mollusca, 
worms, and carrion. The rook is here shewn to be to a 
great extent the Farmer's friend, and in its due proportion 
as a species it doubtless is. 

The pheasant (Pkastanus colchicus) and the partridge, 
(Perdix cinerea) together with the ring dove (Columha 
palumhus) are immensely destructive to green and com 
crops ; and were they not so valuable as food, there might 
be more excuse for endeavouring to extirpate them than 
most other birds ; than even the despised common house 
sparrow. Most of our plovers feed on worms, insects, 
Crustacea and mollusca, and are therefore placed in the first 
class as regards utility. The same remarks apply to the 
sandpipers, and the genera Totanus and Tringa, and to the 
snipes : (Scolopax) but many of the ducks and nearly all the 
gulls, living principally on fish throughout the year, are 
immensely destructive, and lessen our supplies of this class 
of food, greatly. This rule applies much to sea birds 
generally ; although in those regions where little rain falls, 
the shores they resort to yield a valuable guano, which is 
some return for a vast destruction of Ichthic life. 

Having dwelt in the preceding few remarks on the birds 
from a utilitarian point of view, and given a commentary 
on the more economic portion of our synopsis, we will now 
turn to what is not less pleasant; the aesthetic point of 
view ; and say a few words as commentary on that portion 
indicating their song, form and color, which it is hoped will 
prove an additional argument for the protection and preser- 
vation of species. We cannot in England boast of many 
birds having a metallic lustre of plumage, or even of those 
that appear to shew side by side the brightest colors of the 
palette : tints generally associated with the vertical sun if 
they are the predominating ingredients in the hue of the 
fauna. These strike the eye by their brilliancy, like the 
fruits of a fertile soil ; but are often of less solid worth than 
those that require more study to give us a true view of 
their beauties. The man of cultivated taste prizes kw^csssso?^ 
of color and neutral tints, as mMda. «i;& >i5afe \siQi«»\» Nst^ssss^ 
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display of gold and gems that dazzle the vulgar ; but a well 
set gem resembles a planet, and shines in proportion as the 
light of the sun shines upon it. A noble form and colossal 
size are the first ingredients we admire in birds — shall we 
not say in life. Many of our British birds possess this 
character. What is more majestic than the larger birds of 
prey ? admitted in all ages to be so. 

In one of the mountainous parts of our island, the true 
lover of nature hears a wild cry through the sharp frosty 
air, and beholds a speck on the horizon descend and become 
a noble golden eagle. The scene is in Perthshire, in a 
lonely glen or chasm, in hills of mountain limestone. A 
lofty waterfall obstructs the entrance to that chasm. At risk 
of life and limb the naturalist creeps along a narrow ledge 
of rock, holding his breath, and enters a valley surrounded 
by cliffs three hundred feet high, with no vegetation on the 
rocky sides ; not a Scotch fir tree, not a sprig of heather or 
broom, but a wild wood of dark firs with plenty of the 
heath and broom fills up the bottom of the glen, peopled by 
ravens, the red grouse, the hare, the fox, and among the 
smaller birds the cross-bill and the crested tit. Over this 
animated domain a pair of eagles reign, the king and queen 
of all the neighbourhood. This little world is nearly com- 
plete in itself. No intruder has disturbed for ages the 
sacred bird's rule, an inheritance older than the Norman 
rule ; before Graeme broke down the Roman wall, or the 
days of Ossian. Their ancestors have seen the Norman 
conquest, have feasted at Flodden field and at Culloden. 
They shriek and fly as man approaches, an intruder on 
their domain. Their eyrie is on an inaccessible rock, but 
which can be seen from a higher point with a powerful 
telescope. A vast structure their nest is, materials accu- 
mulated through many years ; it is not tenanted now, the 
winter season is not passed, but still the birds perch near it 
in hope of the dawn of the spring. The birds not fearing 
man hover near the stranger, as if threatening him for his 
intrusion. The grand birds soar away. He wishes he 
could rule the air as they do. — He returns a month hence. 
No eagle greets him with its piercing shriek. He wanders 
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through the yallej, hears nothing hat the croak of the 
raven or the rustle of the timid hare. He sees the ravens 
fly close to the bottom of the cliff where the nest was. 
There an eagle lies stretched on its back and a raven 
standing on his corpse, picking out " those eyes that stood 
undazzled in the sun. He was the sultan of the skies and 
earth paid tribute to his eerie." But now ; " Imperial Caesar 
dead, and turned to clay." 

There is an old abbey in North Wales, once the scene of 
joyous festivity, but now a deserted ruin, on the summit of 
which the peregrine falcon once built. The long-eared owl 
nests in a hollow ash that grows in the centre of the chapel; 
there it hoots through the vesper hours, " like the bell that 
called the monks to prayers." The ash was young when 
the abbey was first a ruin, but now it is old, green with 
ferns and ivy notwithstanding all the desolation of the abbey; 
a testimony that nature never dies. The peregrine hunted 
the choughs from their resting places on the cliffs that face 
the sea, where the waves in vain lash the hard limestone. 
The choughs select the most inaccessible holes, and there 
the young cry to their parents for food, which they gather 
among the wet sand, where the sailor's corpse sometimes 
lies. Long may they live thus. Long may the ruins last 
to speak of days of superstition ; when riot and religion 
reigned together under one roof. 

"Where are the meres in Lincolnshire now ? — ^in Norfolk? 
where the bittern and the stork waded in days of yoVe: 
where the crane bred, and the large copper butterfly reflect- 
ing the brightest sunset hues, flitted among reeds. Where 
are the marsh harriers? the hen harriers that used to 
pursue the young chicks like dogs in the marsh? Gone like 
the bittern I gone like the stork I if not quite extirpated, 
still extremely rare, for their place is emptied to make 
room for civilization and rich farming; the creation and 
gratification of wants in a higher being. 

Bird life should run riot on the lonely rock in the ocean, 
let birds alone there at least ; let them reign unmolested 
there, the guillemots, the razor-bills, the puffins.^ and ^ 
those other interesting water bixda. 1\i«t^ \^H» *^^ ^Eosk 
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terrify the eagle from the sheepfold. There let the stormy 
petrel lay in the crannies of the rocks its tender eggs, and 
on each little islet let the various gulls breed, to yield an 
annual crop of eggs and feathers to man. On St. Cuthbert's 
isle let the eider not be disturbed, but let it yield its down. 
Let the solan goose of the Bass rock yield its young and 
eggs ; let them not be disturbed or extirpated ; for though 
all these gulls feed on fish, yet there is fish enough for us- 
an4 them so far as the sea is concerned. 

The interest connected with visiting the different species 
of sea birds in their several haunts ; of seeing the rocks 
alive with sea fowl, can be felt by, and leaves a deep 
impression on the true lover of nature. 

If the naturalist rises betimes in midsummer like the 
French academician, M. Bureau de la Malle, he will find the 
greenfinch astir at 4^ in the morning ; the linnet from 2 to 
3 ; the quail from 2^ till 3 ; the blackbird from 3^ to 4 ; 
the red pole from 3 to 3^ ; the sparrow from 5 to 5^ ; the 
blue tit from 5 to 5^ ; a strong inducement it is surely to 
rise early to enjoy the dawning song of the birds. There 
are few pleasures greater than that of watching our smaller 
birds, their motions, their nest building, and all their 
belongings. How tenderly they cherish their young ; with 
all the care and solicitude of a higher class of animals. 
The shrikes tyrannise over the smaller birds, impaling them 
on thorns ; they are justly called butcher birds. The fly- 
catchers tyrannise over the insect world. The thrushes and 
blackbirds whose mellow notes are so delightfully cheering, 
do not lose their sprightfulness of song when the- leaves 
are fallen. The song of the robin has this character, 
cheering us all the year round. It is pleasant to watch the 
departure of migratory birds ; I can imagine few pursuits 
more soothing to the mind than the study of ornithology, 
especially in this connection. The mind wanders vdth the 
birds to different shores. In spring it goes north where 
there is little night, in autumn it goes south, where the 
weather is milder, thus enjoying perpetual sunshine. But 
let us pause and examine an ornithological year in the south 
of England, for there is much to delight all the year at 
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home. The first week in the year the robin begins to sing 
from the bare hawthorn hedge where it built its nest the 
preceding March. The larks collect and when the snow is 
melted scour the wheat fields. The nuthatch cries gou, dik, 
dik. The wagtails look lively, and the missel thrush sings 
its melancholy ditty, which the people of Hampshire consider 
an indication of stormy weather, tyrannically does it drive 
the smaller birds from the copse. The hedge accentor or 
dunnock utters its simple song which has so little variety. 
The song thrush joins it in a melodious strain, saluting 
spring ere it begins. The tits begin to twitter, and the 
chaffinches are first seen like schools of boys and girls apart, 
their courting time not having arrived. The second week 
sees the buntings in numerous flights, and linnets collect 
from solitary groups of two or three, to large flocks, and 
the rooks repair their old nests. The third week of the 
year the blackbird whistles, and the wren utters its feeble 
twitter. The skylark begins the strain that lasts nearly all 
the year, only in the end of autumn does it cease ; but as 
the leaves wither and pass away, so dies its song. Long 
before the leaves are seen, its hopeful song breaks forth in 
anticipation of spring. The jackdaw preaches from the 
church top in our third week, the historian of the marriages 
and funerals of the parish. The brown owl hoots in the 
first week in February. The barn-door fowl begins to sit. 
The turkey cock begins to cro\^, and the yellow-hanmier 
utters its tee, tee, tee, tekee. The green woodpecker begins 
to laugh. The raven builds and croaks over its eggs. The 
house pigeon, that frequently nesting bird, has its pair of 
young. The goldfinch sings and pairs. The missel thrus^ 
pairs. The plovers begin to clatter. The cock pheasants 
crow. The wryneck appears, the forerunner of the cuckoo, 
that extraordinary of extraordinary birds, of which so little 
is known, although every one has heard the cuckoo. The 
goose sits; but the common duck is still laying. The 
willow-wren is seen, the sandmartin, the swallow, and the 
black cap begin to sing. Our early birds are gone towards 
the end of the month. The nightingale arrives cbo^ ^Saft. 
^rst week in April and also the cudtoo. 'Y\i'& T^^a^as?S '^'^ 
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tit lark, the wood warbler, the swifk and white throat begin 
their peculiar notes. Throughout the month the greater 
number of the small birds build or lay. " The voice of the 
turtle is heard in the land," but the nightingale and most 
of the warblers and the cuckoo have not eggs or young till 
May. April is the richest month in the song of our 
warblers, particularly the latter part. Many of our birds 
have second broods in this or the following month, which is 
much devoted to incubation, and few birds either arrive or 
leave. The swifts are amongst the first to leave about the 
end of July. Most of the migratory warblers leave in the 
month of August, in which month chaffinches, goldfinches, 
and other birds separate into schools of different sexes. 
Birds that were silent in the months of June and July begin 
their autumn song. Many of the purely insectivorous birds 
have migrated. The snipe in considerable numbers return, 
the golden plover, and the many ducks and waders that 
breed within the boundary of the arctic circle, which remain 
from October till February and March, and some even till 
April; and thus rolls round our year of birds. 

Those who complain of the devastations committed by 
birds on their crops, and who do not wish to kill many 
of them have frequently recourse to boys whom they 
employ to drive them from the fields or plantations. While 
the boys are present they are much more effectual for this 
purpose than any inanimate scarecrow, but their great 
expense renders this method objectionable to many persons, 
who are thus at si loss for some other plan. For a small 
garden a bladder containing a small quantity of gravel 
suspended by a string between two upright posts, or from a 
cross bar on a post, may by the rattling sound which the 
least breath of wind occasions be effectual in some cases. 
A human figure cut out of tinned iron, and painted black, 
may be hung from this suspended bladder as a valuable 
adjunct. A small clattering windmill with a rattle attached, 
on a post, answers with some people. Others suspend from 
a line old clothes stuffed with straw, to represent a human 
figure. A bladder or circular gourd containing gravel 
forms the best head in this case, so that the rattle is again 
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combined with the human figure. The clothes if coated 
with coal tar will last a considerable time. By some 
persons a whistle ingeniously fixed in a tin funnel on a little 
revolving windmill is so contrived as to veer and whistle 
with the wind. A line stretched across the beds from 
which rags depend is a common scarecrow in use in gardens, 
and is certainly sometimes successful at least for a time. 
All inanimate scarecrows lose their effect ; familiarity breed- 
ing contempt on the part of the birds. Those who use 
them, should not be discouraged by any one not answering 
for long, for at best they require to be frequently varied. 
Others endeavour to scare birds by means of the repeated 
discharge of blank cartridge, which is the most effectual but 
the most expensive process in use. But except under 
exceptional circumstances we should not attempt to drive 
away the birds, we want them much oftener than we do not 
want them, they are our best insect gatherers, having sight 
and prehensile powers in this respect superior to that 
of the expensive and inefficient human agent. We feed 
men to gather caterpillars or slugs from our fields and 
gardens, why not the birds if " the labourer is worthy of 
hire?" 

The extinction of species in their various haunts, the 
cliff, the shore, the islet, the grove, the marsh and the 
mountain, calls for inquiry. First, ought these birds to be 
extirpated or not ? If so, I have argued in vain. K the 
balance in creation is to be preserved, let man disturb it as 
little unnecessarily as he can. K birds are even worth 
destroying by a sporting population— and every man who 
carries a gun is in some sense a sportsman — let them not 
be wantonly molested in the breeding season. A small tax 
for the right of shooting birds not commonly considered 
game, would produce a revenue sufficient for the main- 
tenance of efficient guardians of our feathered tribes, whose 
great services would thus meet with a tardy acknowledgment. 
Two shillings and sixpence annually for the privilege of 
shooting sparrows, not inclusive of the rights of private 
property, would be sufficient for this. 

I am afraid collectors of stuffed \Aida VlttccL ^^ ^mqs^ssc^ 
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rerj perceptibly of our scarcer species ; but it is difficult to 
say an uncommon looking bird should not be shot ; were 
this rule adhered to, our knowledge of the geographical 
distribution of birds, and our list of British and European 
birds, would be very much decreased. 

The mutual dependance of the divers parts of creation is 
frequently acknowledged, and must always be borne in mind, 
thus the extirpation of classes and species is always hurtful. 
The larger camivora, prevent the excessive multiplication 
of i herbivora, which would in uncultivated pastures speedily 
exhaust the soil, as lions even may prevent the multipli- 
cation of disobedient prophets, Man, the moral being, 
hurts himself much, when he resigns himself to a short- 
sighted, narrow, selfish policy towards humbler and more 
dependant creatures. 

Know, Nature's children all divide her care, 
The fur that warms a monarch, wanned a bear. 
While man exclaims, ** see all things for my use," 
'* See man for mine" replies a pampered goose. 
And just as short of reason he must fall, 
Who thinks all made for one, not one for alL 

EssAT ON Man, Epistle iii 



A CATALOGUE 

OF THE 

MORE COMMON BIRDS THAT HAVE 
OCCURRED IN THE BRITISH ISLES, 

FROM A UTILITARIAN POINT OF VIEW, 

WITH THEIR LOCALITIES, DEGREE OF RARITY, AND 

FOOD, SHEWING THEIR COMPARATIVE VALUE TO 

THE AGRICULTURIST AND SOCIETY IN GENERAL. 



Their economic valuer beauty of form and color^ and voice, wldcft 
are indicated in three degrees A, B, C; A being the highest. Species 
deserving of special protection are here markea (a) be/ore tJie name 
of each bird. The observations on the food of the various birds are 
made in different countries, THOstly where the birds are commonly 
found. 



KESTREL. Falco tinnunculus, Linn. Europe. Ec. 
value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B. Resident 
continually in Britain. Food ^ Europe, Jan. mice, shrews. 
Britain, Feb. Mar. mice, shrews. Prance, Ap. beetles, 
lizards. Britain, May, cockchafers, blindworms ; Ju. insects, 
mice ; Jy. mice, reptiles, young partridges rarely ; small 
birds rarely throughout the year. 

SPARROW HAWK. F. nisus, Linn. Europe generally. 
Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B. Resident 
continually in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. larks; Feb. 
moles ; Ap. chickens, lizards ; May, mice, young game ; 
Ju. slugs, beetles ; Jy. linnseus stagnalis ; Au. slugs, small 
birds. Europe, Sep. small birds, Uzards ; and throughout 
the year. 
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aLONG EARED OWL. Strix otus, Linn. Europe, 
Asia, Africa, America. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of 
form and color A. Resident continually in Britain. Food : 
Europe, Jan. field mice. Britain, Feb. rats ; Mar. moles, 
water rats; Ap. beetles, bats, mice. France, May, small 
birds, young rabbits. Germany, Ju. mice ; Jy. mice, insects, 
bats. America, Au. mice. Britain, Sep. dormice ; Oct. rats. 
France, Nov. shrews. 

aBARN OWL. aS'. Jlammea, Linn. Europe, Asia, 
Africii, America, Ec. value, Britain A, Beauty of form 
and color A ; of voice C. Continually resident in Britain. 
l^od : France, Jan. mice ; Feb. rats ; Mar. moles. Britain 
wnd France, Ap. water rats, bats. Britain, May, young 
rabbit^, beetles. Gennany, Britain, Ju. mice, insects ; Jy, 
small birds, bats. Britain, Au. shrews ; Sep. dormice ; Oct. 
mice ; Nov. shrews, mice. 

aTAWNY OWL. S. aluco Linn. Europe, Asia. Ec. 
value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. 
Continually resident in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. small 
fish, rats ; Feb. moles ; Mar. mice ; Ap. bats ; May, small 
birds ; Ju. blindworms ; Jy. frogs ; Au. small fish ; Sep. 
mice; Oct. rats. 

aGREY SHRIKE. Lanius excubitor, Linn. Europe 
generally ; in England, most abundant in the south. Ec, 
value, France A. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. 
Migratory ; a winter visitor generally to Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Feb. small birds. France, Mar. mice and 
small birds. France, Germany, Ap. small birds, varied 
with insects. France, May, birds, insects, lizards ; Ju. 
shrews, youug frogs, insects, birds. Germany, Jy. dragon 
flies, insects, mice. Britain, Au. mice, small birds ; Sep. 
mice, small birds, insects; Oct. small birds, mice; Nov. 
Dec. small birds. No value as food to man. 

aRED BACKED SHRIKE. Lanius collurio, Linn 
Europe, Africa; common eastern parts of England. Ec. 
value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. 
Summer visitor to Britain. Food : Africa, Jan. Feb. small 
birds, insects. France, Mar. frogs. Britain, Ap. insects, 
young birds; May, moths, small birds; Ju. Jy. beetles, 
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insects ; Au. mice, insects ; Sep. mice ; Oct. Nov. Dec. 
small birds. No value as food to man. 

aSPOTTED FLY CATCHER. Muscicapa grisola, 
Linn, Great Britain, Africa. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty 
of form and color C ; of voice C. Summer visitor to Britain. 
Food : Africa, Jan. flies. Spain, Feb. flies, moths. France, 
Mar. butterflies, moths, gnats, hymenopterous insects. 
Britain, Ap. gnats, flies, hymenopterous insects; May, 
hymenopterous insects ; Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. insects generally. 
France, Oct. insects. Africa, Nov. Dec. insects. France, 
thought pretty good for the table. 

aPIED FLY CATCHER. M, atricapilla, Linn, 
Europe generally, very local England. Ec. value, France 
A. Beauty of form and color B; of voice C. Summer 
visitor to England. Food : Italy, Jan. Feb. insects in the 
grub state chiefly. France, Mar. flies, hymenoptera. France, 
Germany, Ap. flies, hymenoptera. Britain, May, insects 
generally; Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. flies especially. France, Oct. 
Nov. flies especially. Italy, Dec. larvse. Italy and France, 
a treat to epicures the " Becca fica.''^ 

aDIPPER OR WATER OUZEL. Cinclus aquaticus, 
Bech. Mountainous parts of Europe and Great Britain. 
Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color C; of 
voice B. Constant resident in Britain. Food : Britain, 
Jan. Feb. water beetles, mollusca from mud. France, Mar. 
water beetles, mollusca from mud ; Ap. larvae of caddis flios 
and ephemerae. Britain, May, water insects, larvae ; Ju. 
Jy. mollusca, water insects ; Au. larvae, pupae of dragon 
flies, mollusca ; Sep. mollusca, aquatic coleoptera ; Oct. 
mollusca, insects from the mud ; Nov. Dec. animals that hy- 
bemate in mud. Germany and Britain rarely eaten, but good. 

MISSEL THRUSH. Turdus vi8civo7^ous, Linn. Eu- 
rope generally. Ec. value, Britain and Germany B. Beauty 
of form and color B ; of voice C. Generally distributed ; 
permanent in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. holly berries, 
mistletoe, snails; Feb. earthworms, slugs, berries. Britain, 
Germany, Mar. slugs, worms.. Britain, Ap. snails, slugs, 
caterpillars ; May, slugs, snails, a few gooseberries ; Jul. 5^ . 
Au. slugs, snails, insects, garden it\uX;&\ ^^. \£is5\^^»R».^ 
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berries, insects; Oct. wild bcnies, insects; Not. snails, 
berries, haws, hips ; Dec. snails, holly berries, haws. 
Britain eatable, sometimes excellent. 

FIELDFARE. T. pilaris, Linn. Europe, Asia Minor. 
Ec. Talue, Britain B. Beantj of form and color B; of 
Yoice B. Winter yi^tor, abundant in Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Feb. berries, snails, com rarely; Mar. Ap. 
worms, slugs, larvae. Lapland, May, seeds, larvae; Ju. 
slugs, worms, berries ; Jy. berries, caterpillars. Iceland, Au. 
berries, caterpillars; Sep. mollusca, caterpiUars. Britsdn, 
Oct. berries, larvae, snails ; Nov. Dec. berries, larv«e, mol- 
lusca. Excellent food when fat. 

SONG THRUSH. T, muscicus, Linn, Throughout 
Europe. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color 
B; of voice A. Constant resident in Britain. Food:' 
Britain, Jan. Feb. berries, com, slugs, worms, snails. Nor- 
way, Mar. berries, com, worms, slugs ; Ap. larvae, green 
food. Norway, Spain, May, insects, berries ; Ju. currants, 
berries, insects. Norway, Lapland, Jy. currants, berries, 
insects ; Au. larvae, berries, insects. Norway, Sep. larvoe, 
mollusca, berries. Germany, Oct. berries, moUusca. Britain, 
Nov. Dec. berries, mollusca. Britain excellent as food 
in winter. 

REDWING. T. iliacus, Linn. Sweden and Lapland 
in sunamer ; in winter Southern Europe. Ec. value, Britain 
B. Beauty of form and color B; of voice A. Winter 
visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. com, snails, 
berries ; Mar. snails, slugs, berries ; Ap. May, larvae ; Ju. 
Jy. Au. Sep. larvae, slugs ; Oct. Nov. snails, berries ; Dec* 
corn, berries, snails. Excellent as food in winter. 

BLACKBIRD. T. merula, Linn. Europe, but breed- 
ing in the mountains in the South. Ec. value, Britain B. 
Beauty of form and color B ; of voice A. Constant in Britain 
and generally distributed. Food : Britain, Jan. berries, 
snails. France, Fob. berries, snails; Mar. larvae, worms. 
Britain, Ap. May, larvae, worms, snails ; Ju. berries, cur- 
rants, snails. France, Jy. Au. larvae, slugs, fruit. Britain, 
Sep. fruit, slugs ; Oct. Nov. snails ; Dec. com, snails. 
Jn Britain and Germany eatable by man. 
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RING OUZEL. T. torquatus^ Linn. Europe, particu- 
larly the mountains if in the South. Ec. yalue, Britain B. 
Beauty of form and color B ; of voice B. Summer visitor 
to Britain. Food: France, Jan. Feb. berries, mollusca; 
March, worms ; Ap. larvas ; May, larvsB, berries. Britain, 
Ju. fruits, mollusca ; Jy. fruits, snails, insects ; Au. Sep. 
fruits, insects ; Oct. berries, snails. France, berries, snails. 
In Germany, berries, snails. Britain and Germany eatable 
by man. 

aHEDGE SPARROW. Accentor modularius, Becli. 
Europe. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color B; 
of song C. Constantly resident and very common in Britain. 
Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. small seeds of weeds, larvae ; Mar. 
larvaB and imago. Britain, Ap. larvae, seeds ; May, insects 
generally; Ju. worms, seeds, insects; Jy. Au. seeds, insects; 
Sep. Oct. seeds, larvae, pupae; Nov. refuse, larvae; Dec. 
pupae, refuse. Seldom eaten in Britain ; liked in France. 

REDBREAST. Sylvia rubecula, Lath, Common 
throughout Europe. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of 
form and color B; of voice B. Constantly resident very 
common in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. larvae, pupae, 
seeds; Feb. larvae, pupae, seeds, berries. Europe, Mar. 
berries, pupae, seeds. Britain, Ap. May, earthworms, larvae, 
insects generally ; Ju. insects, currants, larvae ; Jy. grapes, 
currants, larvae ; Au. Sep. Oct. Nov. larvae, pupae, berries ; 
Dec. pupae, berries. Eaten in France. 

aREDSTART. aS'. phcenicurus, Lath. Europe generally, 
particularly the North and centre. Ec. value, Britain A. 
Beauty of form and color B ; of voice B. Summer visitor, 
local in Britain. Food: Europe, Jan. insects, berries; Feb. 
Mar. larvae of beetles ; Ap. larvae, spiders, worms ; May, 
larvae, ants, and their eggs. Britain, Europe, Ju. fruit, 
larvae ; Jy. Au. fruit, insects. Europe, Sep. grubs, worms ; 
Oct. Nov. pupae, berries ; Dec. fiies, grubs. Doubtless good 
for man^s food, but seldom eaten. 

aSTONECHAT. S. rubicola, Lath. Most countries 
of Europe, but local. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of 
form and color B; of voice B. Constant resident io. "Bt^skc^a 
a portion migrate. Food : Britain, Jwi. Y^-^^^x^aiw^N^'^ 
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Mar. worms, grubs. Europe, Ap. insects generally ; May, 
imago, worms. Britain, Ju. insects ; Jy. laryaB, insects ; 
Au. beetles, grubs ; Sep. beetles, grubs, worms ; Oct. Nov. 
beetles, grubs, pupae ; Dec. pupae. Nearly as good to eat 
as Wheatear. 

aWHINCHAT. S. rubetra, Lath. Generally distri- 
buted throughout Europe. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty 
of form and color B; of voice B. Constant resident in 
Britain, some migrate. Food : Britain, Jan. small mollusca, 
pupae, berries. Europe, Feb. small mollusca, larvae ; Mar. 
larvae; Ap.- small mollusca, larvae, grubs. Britain, May, 
larvae, imago ; Ju. insects, berries ; Jy. Au. small mollusca, 
berries, insects ; Sep. worms insects ; Oct. worms, mollusca, 
pupae; JNov. worms, pupae. Europe, Dec. worms, pupae, 
berries. Equal to the Wheatear as food. 

aWHEATEAR. aS'. €enanthe, Lath. Europe, on grassy 
downs. Ec. value in Britain A. Beauty of form and color 
A; of voice C. Principally in summer and autumn a 
visitor throughout Britain. Food : Europe, Jan. worms, 
grubs. Britain, Feb. worms, grubs. Europe, Mar. Britain, 
Ap. flies, caterpillars ; May, insects generally, larvae ; Ju. 
insects, larvae; Jy. earthworms, insects, larvae; Au. Sep. 
insects, larvae; Oct. worms, mollusca. Europe, Nov. mol- 
lusca, grubs. Britain, Dec. worms, grubs. In Britain the 
most delicious of small birds. 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER. S. locustella, Lath. 
Central and Southern Europe, less common in England, 
Asia Minor. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and 
color B; of voice C. Summer visitor to the South of 
England and Wales. Food : Africa, Jan. grubs, slugs, 
snails ; Feb. worms, grubs, snails ; March, larvae, slugs, 
worms. Europe, Ap. larvae, slugs. Britain, May, Ju. Jy. 
Au. insects, snails; Sep. larvae, worms, insects. Europe, 
Oct. snails, larvae ; Nov. grubs, worms, snails ; Dec. grubs, 
worms, snails, slugs. Good for food, too scarce to be much 
eaten. 

aSEDGE WARBLER. S. phragmitis, Bech. Europe, 
Asia Minor, Siberia. Ec. value A. Beauty of form and 
color B; of voice C. Summer visitor to Britain. Food : 
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Africa, Jan. grubs, snails; Feb. snails, earthworms. Spain, 
Mar. snails, larvae, worms. Britain, Ap. May, snails, 
slugs, insects ; Ju. insects and their larvee ; Jy% snails, 
insects and their laryae; Au. snails and insects* France, 
Sep. snails, insects. Spain, Oct. Nov. snails, slugs, worms. 
Africa, Dee. grubs, slugs, snails. Africa, sometimes eaten, 
good in winter. 

aREED WARBLER. S. arundinacea^ Lath, Europe 
generally. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and 
color B ; of voice C. Summer visitor to Britain. Food : 
Africa, Jan. Feb. grubs, snails, worms ; Mar. insects, mol- 
lusca ; Ap. insects, larvae, mollusca. Europe, May, insects, 
larvae. Britain, Ju. insects, slugs, snails ; Jy. insects, slugs; 
Au. insects, dragon flies, slugs ; Sep. slugs, snails, insects. 
Europe, Oct. slugs, grubs, insects. Africa, Nov. Dec. 
snails, grubs, worms. Africa not eaten, probably good. 

aNIGHTINGALE. S, luscinia Lath, Europe, North 
Africa and Syria. Ec. value in Britain A. Beauty of 
form and color ; of voice A. A. Summer visitor to the 
South and Midland parts of England. Food : Africa, Jan. 
Feb. grubs, worms, pupae, spiders; Mar, insects, larvae, 
spiders, catertillars. Britain, Ap. caterpillars, dipterse, 
spiders ; May, moths, larvae, earwigs, woodlice ; Ju. larvae, 
moths, pupae, woodlice; Jy. insects, spiders, moths. Ger- 
many, Au. insects, spiders ; Sep. insects, woodlice, centi- 
pedes. Africa, Oct. spiders, insects, butterflies ; Nov. 
spiders, insects, moths ; Dec. grubs, flies, moths. Not 
eaten but good. 

BLACK CAP. S, at?'tcapilla, Lath, Lapland to the 
Pyrenees. Ec. Fahie, Britain B. Beauty of form and 
color B ; of voice A. Summer visitor to Britain from April 
to September. Food : Spain, Jan. larvae, pupae. France, 
Feb. insects, Crustacea; Mar. insects, spiders, Crustacea; 
Ap. insects, larvae. Britain, May, Ju. berries, fruits, 
insects ; Jy. currants, gooseberries, insects ; Au. Sep. Oct. 
berries, insects. Spain, Nov. berries, flies, larvae; Dec. 
insects, berries. Not eaten generally. 

GARDEN WARBLER. S, hortensis, Lath. S^^«^ 
to the South of Europe, most coxxmioiiX:^ m XfcXM^^'taKfc ^«sN»». 
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Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B; of 
voice A. From April to September in Britain. Food : 
France, Jan. berries, insects, grubs. Spain, Feb. berries, 
insects, grubs. France, Mar. insects, larvae. Britain, Ap. 
larvae, insects ; May, berries, insects, larvae ; Ju. Jy. peas, 
small fruits, insects ; Au. berries, small fruits, insects ; Sep. 
Oct. berries, insects. Spain, Nov. grubs, spiders, insects^ 
seeds. Not eaten. 

WHITE THROAT. S, cinerea, Lath. Generally dis- 
tributed throughout Europe. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty 
of form and color B ; of voice A. Summer visitor to 
Britain. Food : Spain, Jan. Feb. larvae, pupae, berries. 
France, Mar. insects, caterpillars. Britain, Ap. insects; 
May, insects, berries, peas ; Ju. currants, peas, insects ; Jy. 
Au. §ep. peas, fruit, insects. France Oct. Nov. insecte,. 
berries. Not eaten. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT. S. curruca, Lath. 
Europe and Asia. Ec.^ value, Britain B. Beauty of 
form and color B ; of voice B. Summer visitor to 
Britain. Food: France, Jan. berries, insects. Spain,. 
Feb. berries, insects ; Mar. insects. Germany, Ap. insects. 
Britain, May, insects and fruits ; Ju. currants and goose- 
berries, insects. Britain, Ju. Au. fruits, insects. France, 
Oct. berries, insects. Spain, Dec. insects, berries. Not 
eaten. 

aWOOD WREN. S, sihilatrix, Bech Locality com- 
monly Europe, Asia, and Africa. Eg. value, Britain A. 
Beauty of form and colour B ; of voice B. Summer visitor 
to England ; principally south. Food : France, Mar, 
insects, larvae. Britain, Ap. insects, larvae ; May, caterpil- 
lars ; Ju. insects ; Au. Sep. Nov. insects. 

aCHIFF CHAFF. S.rufa.Lath. Locality, commonly 
temperate parts of Europe ; Asia in winter. Ec. value, 
Britain A. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. Sum- 
mer visitor to Britain. Food : Syria, Jan. Feb. moths, 
larvae, pupje. Europe, Mar. larvae, pupae. France, *Ap. 
caterpillars, insects. Britain, May, Ju. insects; Au. aphides, 
other insects. France, Sep. insects. Syria, insects, pupae. 
Not eaten in Britain. 
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aDARTFORD WARBLER. S, provincialisi Keys. 
Southern parts of Europe. Ec. value, France A. Beauty 
of form and color B. Frequently a constant resident in 
Britain. Food: Britain, small insects,. larvae, pupae, through^ 
out the year. Not eaten in Britain. 

aGOLDEN CRESTED REGULUS. Regulus cris- 
tatus, Koch, Throughout Europe. Ec. value, Britain A. 
Beauty of form and color A ; of voice B. Constant resi- 
dent in Britain. Food: Britain, insects and their larvae 
throughout the year. Not eaten in Britain. 

aGREAT TITMOUSE. Farus major, Linn. Through^ 
out Europe. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and 
color B. Resident in Britain throughout the year. Food :. 
Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. seeds, insects, small birds; Ap. 
insects, larvae under buds ; May, eggs of small birds, larv» ;; 
Ju. larvae, insects ; Jy. Au. Sep. insects, seeds, fruits ; Oct., 
insects ; Dec. small birds, insects. Not eaten in Britain. 

aBLUE TITMOUSE. P. ccsruleus, Linn. Most parts 
of Europe, especially temperate parts. Ec. value, Britain A. 
Beauty of form and color B. Constant resident through- 
out Britain common. Food : Britain, Jan. insects, France,^ 
insects. Britain, Feb. Mar. Ap. insects under buds ; May,, 
insects, eggs of birds ; Ju. fruits, insects ; Jy. Au. fruits,, 
berries, insects; Sep. Oct. insects berries; Dec. insects. 
Not eaten in Britain. 

aCOLE TITMOUSE. P. ater, Linn. Throughout 
Europe. Ec. value in Britain A. Beauty of form and 
color B. Constant throughout Britain. Food: Britain,. 
Jan. insects, seeds. Germany, Mar. insects under buds. 
Britain, Ap. May, insects. Germany, Jy. insects, fruits. 
Britain, Sep. insects, berries ; Nov. insects ; Dec. seeds,, 
insects. Not eaten in Britain. 

aMARSH TITMOUSE. P. palustris, Linn. Through-^, 
out Europe. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and 
color B. Constant resident in Britain, less common in 
Scotland and Ireland. Food : Britain, Feb. Mar. seeds^ 
insects. Germany, Ap. May, larvae, insects. Britain, Ju.. 
Jy. insects ; Sep. Oct. Dec. insects, seeds. Not ^^^^rsss. xs^ 
Britain. 
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aLONG TAILED TITMOUSE. P. caudatm, Linn. 
Throughout Europe. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of 
form and color B. Constant resident in Britain. Food : 
Britain, Feb. Mar. Ap. May, insects ; Ju. larvae ; Jy. 
insects ; Oct. insects. Not eaten in Britain. 

aBEARDED TITMOUSE. P. hiarmicus, Linn. N. 
Europe and Holland, but local. Ec. value, Britain A. 
Beauty of form and color A. Constant resident in Britain, 
but very local; Yorkshire and Norfolk chiefly. Food: 
Britain, Jan. Feb. seeds ; Mar. Ap. insects, mollusca. Hol- 
land, May, Jy. insects, mollusca. Britain, Sep. seeds, mol- 
lusca; Oct. seeds, insects. Holland, Dec. seeds. Not 
eaten in Britain. 

aWHITE WAGTAIL. Motacilla alha, Linn, Loca- 
lity commonly Europe. Ec. value, Germany A. Beauty 
of form and wior A. Constant resident in Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. small fish, mollusca. Germany, Feb. small 
fish, mollusca ; Mar. small fish, insects, slugs ; Ap. May, 
slugs, insects. Poland, Jy. slugs, insects. Germany, Au. 
Sep. slugs, insects ; Dec. insects, mollusca. Not eaten in 
Britain. 

aPIED WAGTAIL. M, yarrellU, Gould. Europe 
generally. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color 
A. Constant resident in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. 
small fish, insects ; Feb. insects, mollusca ; Mar. mollusca, 
larvae; Ap. insects; May, Ju. Au. insects, slugs; Sep. 
insects, mollusca; Oct. insects; Nov. Dec. insects, mol- 
lusca. Not eaten in Britain. 

aGRAY WAGTAIL. M. hoarula, Linn, Locality 
Europe generally. Ec. value, Britain A. ' Beauty of form 
and color A. Migrates from place to place in Britain, 
north in summer, south in winter. Food : Germany, Feb. 
mollusca. Britain, Mar. mollusca, insects ; Ap. May, Ju. 
insects; Au. Sep., Oct. mollusca, insects; Dec. mollusca. 
Not eaten in Britain. 

aRAY'S WAGTAIL. M. campestris, Pall. Europe. 
Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color A. Sum- 
mer visitor to Britain, less common in Scotland and Ireland, 
local. Food : Europe, Jan. small fish, mollusca, Feb. 
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Mar. insects, mollusca. Britain, Ap. insects ; May, insects, 
flies, beetles ; Ju. insects, slugs, larvae ; Jy. Au. insects ; 
Sep. mollusca, slugs. Europe, Oct. mollusca, woodlice; 
Nov. mollusca, slugs ; Dec. insects. Not eaten in Britain. 

aTREE PIPIT. A. arboreus, Beck, Europe, Asia. 
Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color C; of 
voice B. Summer visitor to Britain. Food : Europe, Jan. 
Feb. slugs, insects; Mar. insects;. Ap. May, larvae; Sep. 
Oct. insects, slugs. Eaten in France, good. 

aMEADOW PIPIT. A. pratensis, Bech, Europe, 
Africa. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color 
C ; of voice B. Constant resident in Britain. Food : 
Europe, Jan. mollusca, insects, worms. Britain, Feb. Mar. 
worms, insects. Europe, Ap. worms, insects. Britain, 
May, Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. insects, slugs. Europe, Dec. pupae, 
larvae, slugs. Eaten in France. 

ROCK PIPIT. A. obscurus, Keys and Bl. Europe. 
Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color C; of 
voice C. Constant resident throughout the British Isles. 
Food ; Britain, Jan. mollusca, insects ; Feb. insects, larvae, 
pupae ; Mar. larvae, pupae ; May, Jy. insects ; Au. Sep. Dec, 
insects, mollusca. Not often eaten in England. 

SKYLARK. Alauda arvensis, Linn, Europe generally. 
Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B ; of 
voice A. Constant resident throughout the British Isles. 
Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. seed, grain, insects, worms. 
France, Ap. green-food ; May, green-food, insects, worms ; 
Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. insects, worms. Britain, Nov. Dec. 
insects, grains, worms. Popular as food in Germany and 
Britain. 

Note. — Most of the fine beaked birds are killed for food in 
France, as the Warblei-s, Wagtails, Tits, Pipits, Swallows, some 
of which are not usually reckoned good food in England. 

WOODLARK. A, arborea, Linn. Throughout Europe. 
Ec. value, France B. Beauty of form and color C ; of 
voice A. Constant resident, south of England most com- 
monly. Food: Britain, Jan. com, insects, worms v Msct. 
Ap. green-food, insects, YiOTms •, ^^-^ ^ \sisftj4vs»^ -^^x\sv^^ 
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slugs ; Ju. Au. insects, wonns ; Oct. Nov. Dec. insects, 
worms, grain, seeds of weeds. Esteemed as food in Ger- 
many ; too scarce to be much eaten. 

SNOW BUNTING. Emberiza nivalis, Lim. North 
of Europe and America in summer ; South in winter. Ec. 
value, Britain A. Beauty of form and colour A ; of voice 
C. Winter visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. 
seeds of grasses and weeds. Sweden, Mar. seeds of weeds. 
Iceland, Ap. insects, seeds of weeds ; May, Ju. Jy. seeds 
of grasses, insects. Canada, Sep. Nov. Dec. seeds of weeds. 
Not eaten in Britain. 

COMMON BUNTING. E. miliaris, Linn. Europe 
generally. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color 
C; of voice C. Constant throughout Britain, sometimes 
local. Food : Britain, Jan. com, seeds ; Feb. Mar. com, 
seeds, insects ; Ap. seeds, insects ; May, Ju. Jy. seeds, 
insects, corn, peas ; Au. seeds, insects, peas ; Sep. beans, 
peas, insects; Oct. Nov. Dec. com, seeds, insects. Not eaten. 

BLACK- HEADED BUNTING. E. schoemclus, Linn. 
Europe, particularly Holland. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty 
of form and color B ; of voice C. Constant resident in 
marshy districts in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. seeds of grasses, corn ; Ap. May, Ju. insects, seeds ; 
Jy. Au. Sep. berries, insects, seeds of weeds ; Nov. com, 
seeds of the reed ; Dec. com, seeds. Not eaten in Britain. 

YELLOW HAMMER. E. citrinella, Linn. Through- 
out Europe, Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and 
colour B. Constant in Britain common. Food : Britain, 
Jan. corn, seeds, berries ; Feb. Mar. com, seeds ; Ap. May, 
insects, seeds, weeds; Ju. Jy. insects, seeds, fraits; Au., 
Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. com, seeds. Eaten in Italy, excellent 
when fattened. 

CIRL BUNTING. E. cirlus, Linn. Throughout 
Europe, but local. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form 
and color B ; of voice C. Constant in Britain, but local. 
Food : Britain, ' Jan. Feb. grass seeds, berries, com. Ger- 
many, Mar. grass seeds, berries. Britain, Ap. insects, 
grass seeds ; May, Ju. Jy. seeds, insects ; Sep. com, seeds, 
insects ; Nov. com, seeds. Probably good for the table. 
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CHAFFINCH. Fringilla coBlebs, Linn, Europe, but 
local. Ec. value, Britain and France C. Beauty of form 
and color B ; of voice, in Germany A. Partly migratory, 
partly resident. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. seeds, grain, 
berries ; Mar. seeds, insects. Germany, France, Ap. seeds^ 
green-food, insects; May, insects, seeds. Germany, Ju. Jy. 
insects, fruits, berries. Britain, Au. insects, fruits, seeds, 
berries ; Sep. insects^ berries, seeds, grain ^ Nov. seeds, 
grain, berries; Dec. berries, grain. Sometimes eaten by 
the poor in Britain. 

BRAMBLING. F, montifringiila, Linn, Winter visitor 
to the South of Europe; breeds in Arctic Europe. Ec. 
value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. 
Winter visitor throughout Britain. Food : Britain, seeds 
of weeds, grain; Feb. beech nuts, seeds of weeds; Mar. 
seed of weeds, insects. Lapland, Ap. seeds of weeds, 
insects ; May, seeds, berries, insects ; Ju. Jy. berries, seeds, 
insects. Sweden, Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. berries, seeds, grain. 
Sometimes eaten in Britain. 

TREE SPARROW. F, montana, Linn, Europe. Ec 
value, Britain O. Beauty of form and colour C ; of voice C. 
Migrates throughout England from one district to another. 
Food : Britain, Jan. blades of com, grain, seeds ^ Fek 
blades of com, seeds ; Mar. seeds, salads ; Ap. green-tops, 
seeds, insects; May, green-food, weeds, insects^ Ju. insects, 
fruits, weeds ; Jy. fruits, seeds ; Au. seeds, berries ; Oct. 
Nov. Dec. seeds, berries, grain. Sometimes eaten in Britain^ 

HOUSE SPARROW. F, domestica, Linn, Europe. 
Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color C ; of voice 
C. Constant in Britain, univeorsally oommcMi. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Feb. seeds, grains, refuse, insects; Mar. 
green-tops, seeds; Ap. insects, green-tops; May, larvae, 
seeds, green-tops ; Ju. Jy. fruits of the garden, seeds, 
insects; Au. grain, insecte, berries; Sep. grain, berries; 
Oct. Nov. Dec. grain, refuse, seeds, berries. Often eaten. 

GREENFINCH. F, chloris, Linn, Common through- 
out Europe. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form C ; of 
voice C. Constant throughout Britain. Food: EtvtaJss.^ 
Jan. Feb. grains, seeds; Mar. Ap. ft^^^^/\ftsfc^\»»\^^'»^^^'^' 
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Jj. Au. Sep. seeds, insects, fruits ; Oct. Nov. Dec. seeds, 
^ain. Sometimes eaten in Britain. 

HAWFINCH. F, coccothraustesy Tern, Europe. Ec. 
value, France B. Beauty of form and color C ; of voice C. 
Constant resident in Britain. Food, Britain, Jan. Feb. 
berries, seeds of trees; Mar. garden seeds, fruits; Ap. 
seeds of trees, berries ; May. planted peas, berries, fruits ; 
Ju. berries, fruits, peas ; Jy. Au. berries, fruits ; Sep. Oct. 
Nov. Dec. seeds of trees, berries. 

GOLDFINCH. F. carduelisj Linn. Throughout Europe. 
Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color A; of 
voice B. Constantly resident in Britain. Food : Britain, 
Jan. seeds, weeds ; Feb. grasses, seeds ; Mar. thistles, 
weeds ; Ap. May, Ju. Jy. seeds, insects ; Au. thistles, 
insects ; Sep. Oct. seeds, green-food ; Nov. green -food, 
berries ; Dec, berries. 

SISKIN. F, spinusj Linn, North of Europe in sum- 
mer, South in winter. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of 
form and color B; of song B. Constant resident in the 
North of Britain; winter visitor to most districts in the 
South. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. Ap. May, seeds 
of weeds and trees ; Ju. Jy. Au. seeds of weeds, insects ; 
Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. berries, insects, seeds. 

LINNET. F. cannabina, Linn. Throughout Europe. 
Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and colour C ; of 
voice B. Constant resident throughout Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. seeds ; Feb. Mar. seeds of weeds ; Ap. May, 
Ju. Jy. Au. insects ; Sep. Oct. Nov. seeds of weeds. Some- 
times eaten. 

LESSER REDPOLE. F, linaria, Linn. Northern 
parts of Europe. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form 
and color B ; of voice, C. In the North of Britain in sum- 
mer, in the winter, south. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. 
seeds. Germany, Ap. May, insects, seeds. Britain, Sep. 
Oct. Nov. seeds. 

MEALY REDPOLE. F. horealis, Tern. Northern 
parts of Europe and America principally. Ec. value, 
Britain B. Beauty of form and color B; of voice C. 
Winter visitor to Britian. Food : Britain, Jan. seeds. 
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Sweden, Mar. seeds. Lapland, Ap. May, Jy. seeds, insects; 
Britain, Au. Sep. seeds, insects; Nov. seeds. 

TWITE. F. montium, Gmel. Northern and temperate 
countries of Europe and mountains in the south. Ec. 
value, Britain B. where common*. Beauty of form and 
color, C ; of voice C. Winter visitor to the South of 
Britain, breeds in the North of England and Scotland. 
Food : Jan. Feb. Mar. Britain, wild seeds ; Ap. May, 
Ju. seeds, insects ; Sep. Oct. Dec. seeds, refuse. Is not 
often eaten by man. 

BULLFINCH. Loxia pyrrhula^ Linn, Europe gener- 
ally. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color A ; 
of voice C. Constantly resident throughout Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. seeds, buds of trees, haws; Ap. 
May, young feed on insects, old on seeds ; Ju. young eat 
insects, old eat fruit, seeds ; Jy. fruit, seeds. Germany, 
Au. Sep. fruit, seeds ; Oct. wild fruits, berries, seeds ; 
Nov. Dec. berries, seeds. Seldom eaten by man. 

CROSSBILL. L. curvirostra^ Linn, North of Europe 
or mountains in the South. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty 
of form and color C ; of voice C. Generally breeds in North 
Britain, but is an irregular visitor. Food : Britain, Jan. 
Feb. fir cones, seeds. France, Mar. fir cones, seeds, insects. 
Britain, Ap. fir cones, seeds, insects. Spain and Britain, 
seeds, insects ; Ju. seeds, insects, fruits. Britain, Jy. seeds, 
insects, fruits ; Au. Sep. mountain-ash berries, apple seeds. 
France, Oct. Dec. berries, cones. Excellent eating, popular 
as food in Europe, specially Germany. 

STARIyJNG* Stumus vulgaris^ Linn. Common through- 
out Europe. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form and 
color C ; of voice C. Resident in Britain, common. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. worms, insects, grain, slugs ; Ap. 
May, worms, insects, slugs, birds* eggs ; Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. 
insects, worms, fruits, slugs ; Oct. Nov. moUusca, insects, 
worms, grains ; Dec. grains, slugs, worms. Seldom eaten 
in Britain. 

aCHOUGH. Pyrrhocorax graculus, Tern. Gt. moun- 
tains of Europe, sea coast of Britain. Spain. Ec. ^r^W^^^ 
Britain and Spain A. Beauty oi ioira. wcA ^O^^t. ^\ ^^ 
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voice C. Constant resident in Britain, but extremely local. 
Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. refuse, moUusca ; Jdar. small 
reptiles, refuse, moUusca ; Ap. small reptiles, insects, mol- 
lusca; May, young birds, insects, refuse. Spain and 
Britain, Ju, insects, refuse. Britain, Sep. Nov. refuse, 
inoUusca. Eaten in the Isle of Man. 

RAVEN. Cortms corax. Linn, Throughout Europe. 
Ec. value, Europe B. Beauty of form and color B. Con- 
stant resident in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. carrion, 
refuse, rats, moles ; Mar. eggs, reptiles, insects, grain ; Ap. 
young birds, eggs, insects, reptiles ; May, chickens, young 
game; Ju. insects, carrion, reptiles, bird's eggs; fly. insects, 
teptiles, birds, fruits ; Au. carrion, insects, birds ; Nov. 
Dec. carrion, com, berries. Not eaten in Britain. 

CROW. €, coroTie, Lirm, Common throughout Europe. 
Ec. value, Europe B. Beauty of form and color C ; of 
voice C. Constant in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. refuse, 
grubs, snails, worms ^ Feb. refuse, grubs, worms; Mar. 
Ap. May, com, worms, grubs, birds; Ju. worms, slugs, 
young birds; Jy. worms, birds, carrion; Au. Sep. Oct. 
com, refuse, carrion.; Nov. Dec. carrion, worms, slugs. 
Not eaten in Britain. 

ROOK. C. fru^legus Linn, Europe. Ec. value, Eu- 
:rope B. Beauty of form and color C. Constant resident 
in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. seeds, worms, grubs, 
mice ; Mar. worms, grubs, larvae, grain ; Ap. grubs, grain, 
seeds, worms ^ May, young birds, mice, insects ; Ju. Jy. 
insects, young birds, mice ; Au. Sep. insects, mice, slugs ; 
Oct. Nov. carrion, worms, mollusca ; Dec. carrion, worms, 
grubs. Occasionally eaten in Britain in spring. 

HOODED CROW. C, comix, Linn. Common 
throughout Europe. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of 
form and color C ; of voice C. Constant in Britain, but 
local. Food: Britain, Jan. worms, snails, slugs, carrion; 
Feb. carrion, worms, slugs; Mar. worms, slugs, carrion, 
birds ; Ap. reptiles, birds, carrion, insects ; May, Jy. birds, 
carrion, insects; Au. birds, carrion, grain, worms; Sep. 
carrion, insects, worms ; Dec. worms, seeds, snails, carrion. 
JVoi eaten in Europe. 
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JACKDAW. C, monedula, Linn. Europe. Ec. value, 
in Europe B. Beauty of form and color C ; of voice C. 
Constant in Britain, common. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. 
refuse, seeds, moUusca ; Mar. refuse, seeds, mollusca, 
insects ; Ap. worms, insects, reptiles, seeds, eggs ; May, 
insects, worms, reptiles, seeds, eggs; Ju. insects, worms, 
fruits, peas ; Jy. insects, worms, peas, mollusca ; Au. 
insects, worms, fruits; Sep. worms, grubs, insects; Oct. 
grubs, worms ; Nov. worms, mollusca, refuse ; Dec. grubs, 
refuse, worms. Not eaten in Britain. 

MAGPIE. (7. pictty Linn, Throughout Europe in the 
lowlands. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty of form and 
color A; of voice C. Constantly resident in Britain. 
Food : Britain, Jan. insects, mice^ May, eggs, insects, chicks; 
Ju. fruits, insects, grubs, chicJks, eggs ; Jy. reptiles, fruits, 
eggs, insects ; Au. Sep. carrion, small birds, grain, insects ; 
Oct. grubs, carrion, small birds; Nov. grubs, carrion. 
Not eaten in Britain. 

JAY. C. glandanus, Linn. Throughout the wooded 
districts of Europe. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty of 
form and color A; of voice C. Constantly resident in 
Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. acorns, beech nuts, worms ; 
Feb. acorns, haws, beech nuts, worms ; Mar. worms, eggs 
of other birds; Ap. eggs, insects, worms ; May, eggs, young 
birds, insects, worms ; Ju. Jy. fruits, insects, young birds; 
Au. fruits, insects, berries, peas ; Oct. grain, berries, grubs ; 
Nov. grain, berries, grubs, birds ; Dec. berries, grubs. 

aGKEEN WOODPECKEK. Picus viridis, Linn, 
Europe generally. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form 
and color A; of voice C. Constant resident in Britain. 
Food: Britain, Jan. grubs, pupse, insects; F^b. insects; 
Mar. Ap. ants, beetles; May, ants, insects; Ju. ants, 
beetles; Jy. insects; Au. insects, nuts; Sep. Oct. Nov. 
insects, nute ; Dec. insects. Not often eaten in Britain, 

aGKEAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER. P. major, 
Linn, Throughout Europe. Ec. value, Europe A, 
Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. Constant resi- 
dent in Britain, more common in the south. oC "S^w^^sn^. 
Food: Britain Jan. insects-, ¥e\). Yasfe<i\;&, Xi^Tcsft-fe-., "^«t 



lUKCl 

Biit 




KINO FIR HER, BWALLOW. 

Mar. Aji. insects, bcn-L'Si. moUusca. Brilft:ri. M»t. 
inotlHs>-A ; .1u. insivls. The TOtinjr eat i;.-. Ti'.:.' 
tlieir vi-ry iliviTsi fiisti'r pari'nts. whi^li ar- : rj_:.:iL 
tivorous. .1u. All. insects, berrit-s; S.-; . ::.•--:■.•. i 
Africa, Xiiv.iii.-H-ets. berries; Dec.iL'-n-. 2*.: .^.-. 

KINUFlSllKIt. Alcedo i/j'i-I-.i. Li -.. L:':z 
value, Kiirope B. Beauty of fonu b:.l -:'..tA 
C. Coiistout resident in Britain. F:-'i : IrZL. 
Feb. miiinoTC') and other small fisb: M^r. A; f.vr 
fifib, inaucts; May, Jn. Jy. An. ^rj, i-i. ^i^-: 
KoT. Dec. fish, insects, motlo^ca. N-.: skV.:. ..■. 2.,-. 

aSWALLOW. JUmndoruitica. /.i',-. L.-^e 
ally B simuner yisitor from A&ica. fj?. tL'.k. L^. 
Beauty of form and color A. Htsumt T.tiv.f v. 
Food : Africa, Jan. Feb. winged iuteetc. i£i: 'JM t 
most generally tfaTongbotit the jear. 

aMARTIN. H. urbiea. Lam. yrus^j • 
TisitoT to Etuope. Ec tiIdc^ £anp« aaj UntM 
^ ' of fbnn and color A. Gmtn^ ifirtRkati^ 
'^ ' "ingtd iMM b ifcwi^LiI lt» w** 

a. EcTabaaXiMffMrfAf^, 
colcrA. FMiiritolt"^ 
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of Britain, resident in others. Food : Britain, Jan. cabbage 
and turnip tops, berries, grain; Feb. Mar. mast berries, 
acorns, green-tops ; Ap. May, green-tops, clover ; Ju. Jy. 
Au. Sep. green-tops, peas, com, grain ; Oct. com, berries, 
green-tops ; Nov. Dec. mast, acoms, green-tops. In Britain 
excellent for the table. 

STOCK DOVE. C. cenas, Linn, Europe; summer 
visitor generally, constant resident locally. Ec. value, 
Britain C. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. Sum- 
mer visitor to the north of England, resident in the woods 
in the south. Food : Britain, Jan. green-tops, mast. Ger- 
many, Mar. Ap. green-tops, peas, vegetables, currants ; Au. 
com, green-tops ; Sep. green-tops, berries, com ; Oct. com, 
berries, mast; Nov. Dec. berries, mast, seeds, green-tops. 
Excellent for the table. 

KOCK DOVE. C. livia, Briss. Widely distributed 
in Scotland, Madeira, N. Africa, Europe and Asia. Ec. 
value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. 
Summer visitor to many parts, resident, most generally 
tamed. Food : Britain, Jan. moUusca, acoms, mast, seeds ; 
Feb. Mar. green-tops, seeds. Germany, Ap. moUusca, 
green-tops, seeds. Britain, May, green-tops, peas ; Ju. Jy. 
green- tops, seeds, corn, peas ; Au. Sep. com, mollusca, 
seeds, green-tops ; Oct. com, mollusca, green-tops, berries. 
Germany, Nov. Dec. mollusca, mast, green-tops, berries. 
Good for food. 

TUKTLE DOVE. C. turtur Linn, Summer visitor to 
Europe. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty of form and color 
A ; of voice A. Summer visitor to Britain, local. Food : 
Africa, Jan. nuts, seeds, green-tops ; Feb. green-tops ; 
Mar. corn, green-tops; Ap. berries, green-tops. France 
and Britain, May, green-tops, peas; Ju. Jy. com, green- 
tops, peas ; Aug. Sep. green-tops, com, seeds. Africa, Oct. 
green-tops, seeds, mast ; Nov. Dec. green-tops, mast, seeds. 
Good food. 

PHEASANT. Phasianus colchictis, Linn, Central 
regions of Europe, England and France chiefly. Ec. value, 
Europe C. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. Con- 
stant resident in Britain. Food ; Britain, Jan. berries, seeds, 
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grain, molluscse ; Feb. corn, worms, greentops, insects ; Mar. 
to Oct. com, green-tops, insects. Choice food ; in vhems^elves 
a valuable crop, but destructive to corn and other crops. 

BLACK GKOUSE. Tetrao tetrix, Linn, Europe, 
chiefly Germany, France and Scotland. Ec. value in Europe 
A. Beauty of form and color B. Constant resident in 
Scotland, Northumberland, Dartmoor. Food : Britain, Jan. 
Feb. pine leaves, heath, berries ; Mar. buds of trees ; Ap. 
May, buds of trees, heath, insects ; Ju. Jy. heath, buds, in- 
sects; Au. Sep. heath, corn, insects; Oct. seeds, berries, 
com ; Nov. Dec. pine leaves, berries. A first class bird for 
the table. 

BED GROUSE. T, scoticus, Lath, Only in Scotland, 
Ireland, England and Wales. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty 
of form and color A. Constant resident in Britain. Food : 
Jan. heath-tops, leaves, berries ; Mar. leaves, berries, insects ; 
Ap. leaves, heath-tops; May, Ju. leaves, heath-tops, in- 
sects ; Jy. leaves, heath, insects ; Au. Sep. heath-tops, corn, 
berries ; Oct. heath-tops, berries ; Nov. Dec. berries, leaves. 
Very choice food. 

PTARMIGAN. T, lagopus, Linn. Europe generally. 
Ec. value A. Beauty of form and color A. Constant resi- 
dent in Scotland. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. berries, buds ; 
Ap. May, berries, buds, leaves ; Ju. buds, leaves ; Au. Sep. 
Oct. Nov. berries, seeds, leaves. Excellent for the table. 

PARTRIDGE. Ferdix cinerea, Lath. Europe. Ec. 
value C. Beauty of form and color B; of voice C. Constant 
resident in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. berries, 
leaves, seeds; Mar. Ap. insects, seeds, worms, moUusca; 
May, insects, seeds, leaves ; Ju. insects, seeds, berries ; Jy. 
insects, seeds, com ; Au. insects, corn, green leaves ; Sep. 
com, insects, berries ; Oct. berries, corn, seeds ; Nov. Dec. 
berries, seeds, worms. Excellent food, a valuable crop in 
itself. 

RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE. P. rubra, Briss. 
France principally, Spain, introduced into England. Ec. 
value, Europe C. Beauty of form and color A. Constant 
in Norfolk and Suflfolk chiefly. Food : Britain^ 5w>L.\i^TtsR»»;, 
worms, mollusca; Mar. insects, cWet, ^otcl^ Vsw^^^N ^"^' 
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slugs ; Ju. Au. insects, worms ; Oct. Nov. Dec. insects, 
worms, grain, seeds of weeds. Esteemed as food in Ger- 
many ; too scarce to be much eaten. 

SNOW BUNTING. Emberiza nivalis, Linn, North 
of Europe and America in summer ; South in winter. Ec. 
value, Britain A. Beauty of form and colour A ; of voice 
C. Winter visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. 
seeds of grasses and weeds. Sweden, Mar. seeds of weeds. 
Iceland, Ap. insects, seeds of weeds; May, Ju. Jy. seeds 
of grasses, insects. Canada, Sep. Nov. Dec. seeds of weeds. 
Not eaten in Britain. 

COMMON BUNTING. E. miliaris, Linn. Europe 
generally. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color 
C; of voice C. Constant throughout Britain, sometimes 
local. Food; Britain, Jan. com, seeds; Feb. Mar. com, 
seeds, insects ; Ap. seeds, insects ; May, Ju. Jy. seeds, 
insects, corn, peas ; Au. seeds, insects, peas ; Sep. beans, 
peas, insects ; Oct. Nov. Dec. com, seeds, insects. Not eaten. 

BLACK- HEADED BUNTING. E, schoemclus, Linn. 
Europe, particularly Holland. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty 
of form and color B ; of voice C. Constant resident in 
marshy districts in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. seeds of grasses, corn ; Ap. May, Ju. insects, seeds ; 
Jy. Au. Sep. berries, insects, seeds of weeds ; Nov. corn, 
seeds of the reed; Dec. com, seeds. Not eaten in Britain. 

YELLOW HAMMER. E, citrinella, Linn. Through- 
out Europe, Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and 
colour B. Constant in Britain common. Food : Britain, 
Jan. corn, seeds, benies ; Feb. Mar. com, seeds ; Ap. May, 
insects, seeds, weeds; Ju. Jy. insects, seeds, fruits; Au., 
Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. com, seeds. Eaten in Italy, excellent 
when fattened. 

CIRL BUNTING. E. cirlus, Linn. Throughout 
Europe, but local. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form 
and color B ; of voice C. Constant in Britain, but local. 
Food : Britain, * Jan. Feb. grass seeds, berries, com. Ger- 
many, Mar. grass seeds, berries. Britain, Ap. insects, 
grass seeds ; May, Ju. Jy. seeds, insects ; Sep. com, seeds, 
insects; Nov. com, seeds. Probably good for the table. 
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CHAFFINCH. Fringilla ccBlebs, Linn, Europe, but 
local. Ec. value, Britain and France C. Beauty of form 
and color B ; of voice, in Germany A. Partly migratory, 
partly resident. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. seeds, grain, 
berries ; Mar. seeds, insects. Germany, France, Ap. seeds^ 
green-food, insects; May, insects, seeds. Germany, Ju. Jy. 
insects, fruits, berries. Britain, Au, insects, fruits, seeds, 
berries ; Sep. insects^ berries, seeds, grain \ Nov. seeds, 
gi-ain, berries; Dec. berries, grain. Sometimes eaten by 
the poor in Britain. 

B RAMBLING. F. montifringilla^ Linn. Winter visitor 
to the South of Europe; breeds in Arctic Europe. Eo. 
value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. 
Winter visitor throughout Britain. Food: Britain, seeds 
of weeds, grain; Feb. beech nuts, seeds of weeds; Mar. 
seed of weeds, insects. Lapland, Ap. seeds of weeds, 
insects ; May, seeds, berries, insects ; Ju. Jy. berries, seeds, 
insects. Sweden, Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. berries, seeds, grain. 
iSome times eaten in Britain. 

TREE SPARROW. F. montana, Linn. Europe. Ec. 
value, Britain C Beauty of form and colour C ; of voice C. 
Migrates throughout England from one district to another. 
Food : Britain, Jan. blades of com, grain, seeds ^ FeK 
blades of com, seeds ; Mar. seeds, salads ; Ap. green-tops, 
seeds, insects ; May, green-food, weeds, insects ^ Ju. insects, 
fruits, weeds ; Jy. fruits, seeds ; Au. seeds, berries ; Oct. 
Nov. Dec. seeds, berries, grain. Sometimes eaten in Britain^ 

HOUSE SPARROW. F. domestical Linn. Europe. 
Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color C ; of voice 
C. Constant in Britain, univeorsally commcni. Food: 
Britain, Jan. Feb. seeds, grains, refuse, insects;; Mar. 
green-tops, seeds; Ap. insects, green-tops; May, larvae, 
seeds, green-tops; Ju. Jy. fruits of the garden, seeds, 
insects; Au. grain, insects, beiries; Sep. grain, berries; 
Oct. Nov. Dec. grain, refuse, seeds, berries. Often eaten. 

GREENFINCH. F. chloris, Linn. Common through- 
out Europe. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form C ; of 
voice C. Constant throughout Britain. Food*. "&6^sca\.^ 
Jan. Feb. grains, seeds; Mar. A?^, afe^^^/\3M5»^^\s^%'^'«^^^'^- 
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color B. Migrates in Britain to the coast in winter, to the 
moors in summer. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. mollu^ca, 
worms, Crustacea; Ap. May, Ju. Jy. insects, worms mol- 
lusca ; Oct. insects, mollusca ; Nov. worms, Crustacea, 
mollusca ; Dec. fish, Crustacea, mollusca, worms. A rank 
bird to eat in Britain. 

aWHIMBKEL. N, phoeopus, Lath, America, Europe. 
Winter visitor to the south of England. Ec. value, Europe 
A. Beauty of fonn and color B. Visits the south in winter, 
breeds in the north. Food : Britain, Jan. Mar. Ap. May, 
worms, Crustacea, mollusca. Iceland, Ju. Jy. worms, crus>- 
tacea, mollusca. Sep. Nov. mollusca, Crustacea. 

aKEDSHANK. Totanus calidrts, Beck, Europe; in 
the north a summer visitor. Ec. value, Britain A. Beauty 
of form and color B. Migrates somewhat in the British 
Isles. Food : Britain, Jan. mollusca, Crustacea, worms ; 
Mar. insects, worms, mollusca, through the year. Good 
for eating. 

aCOMMON SANDPIPEK. T. hypolmeos, Tern, 
Europe generally, a bird of passage. Ec. value, Britain A. 
Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. Summer visitor 
to the British Isles. Food : Europe, Jan. Feb. mollusca, 
worms ; Mar. Ap. May, Ju. Jy. Au. mollusca, worms, 
insects ; Sep. Oct. Nov. mollusca, worms, Crustacea. Eaten 
in Britain, good food. 

aBLACK-TAILED GOD WIT. Limosa melanura, 
Leish, Europe. Most common in Holland. Ec value, 
Britain A. Beauty of form and color B. Constant partly 
in Britain as well as a bird of passage. Food : Europe, 
Jan. mollusca, worms. Britain, Mar. to Jy. insects, worms, 
mollusca; Sep. worms, mollusca, insects. Britain, Nov. 
mollusca; Europe, mollusca, insects. Eaten in Britain, 
one of the choicest of birds to eat, especially when fattened 
in coops. 

aKlJFF. Machetes pygnax, Cuv, Summer visitor to 
certain localities in Europe. Ec. value, Germany A. Beauty 
of form and color A. Summer visitor to Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Crustacea, worms; Feb. mollusca, Crustacea. 
France, Mar. insects, Crustacea, mollusca; Ap. mollusca, 
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insects, Crustacea, worms. Britain, May, Ju. moUusca, 
insects, Crustacea, worms. France, jy. Au. mollusca, Crus- 
tacea, insects, worms. Britain, Sep. mollusca, worms, 
Crustacea, insects. France, Oct. mollusca, worms, Crustacea. 
Britain, Nov. Dec. mollusca, Crustacea. One of the choicest 
birds ; formerly much fattened in Britain for the table. 

WOODCOCK. Scolopax rusticola^ Linn. Throughout 
Europe, most commonly a summer visitor except to the 
south. Ec. value A. Beauty of form and color B. Winter 
visitor to Britain, a few remain to breed. Food : Britain, 
Jan. earthworms ; Feb. earthworms, grubs. France, Mar. 
Ap. insects, slugs, worms. Britain, May, Ju. slugs insects, 
earthworms. France, Jy. Au. slugs, insects, earthworms; 
Oct. slugs, insects, earthworms. Britain, Nov. Dec. grubs, 
earthworms. A most choice bird for the table. 

COMMON SNIPE. aS'. galUnago, Linn, Europe: 
breeds most abundantly in the north. Ec. value A. Beauty 
of form and color B. Winter visitor principally to Britain, 
a few remain to breed. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. mollusca, 
earthworms, insects, throughout the year. Excellent for 
the table. 

aJACK SNIPE. S. gallinula, Linn, Arctic Europe, 
mostly a common visitor there in winter. Ec. value A. 
Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor to Britain. 
Food : Britain, Jan Mar. marine mollusca, worms. Lap- 
land, May, Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. Oct. worms, insects, mollusca. 
Britain, Nov. Dec, mollusca, worms. In Britain, rank as 
food, inferior to the Common Snipe. 

CUKLEW SANDPIPER. Tringa mharquata Tern, 
Africa, Europe; supposed to breed in the arctic regions. 
Ec. value, Europe A, Beauty of form and color B. Winter 
visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. to Ap. mollusca, 
sea weeds, Crustacea. Lapland, Ap. May, insects, mollusca, 
Crustacea; Au. insects, mollusca. Britain, Sep. Oct. insects, 
mollusca, crustaca; Dec. mollusca, worms, Crustacea. 

KNOT. F, canutnSy Linn. Supposed to breed in the 
north of Europe and Asia ; winter visitor to Europe. Ec. 
value, Europe A, Beauty of form and color B. Winter 
visitor to Britwn. Food : Britain. Jan. Feb. mollusca, sea- 
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weed, Crustacea ; Au. moUusca, sea-weed, worms. Sweden, 
Sep. moUusca, sea-weed, worms. Britain, Oct. Nov. mol- 
lusca, Crustacea, worms. Somewhat rank in flavour. 

TEMMINCK'S STINT. F. Temmincku, Leist Summer 
visitor to Europe; breeds in Arctic Europe. Ec. value^ 
Europe, A. Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor 
to Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. insects, mollusca; 
Mar. insects, mollusca, Crustacea; Jy. insects, mollusca; 
Au. mollusca, Crustacea; Oct. mollusca, Crustacea. 

aDUNLIN. F. variabilis, Meyer, Breeds in the north 
of Europe, or high mountains; commonly winters in the 
south. Ec. value A. Beauty of form and color A. Win- 
ter visitor to the south of England ; breeds in the north of 
Scotland most abundantly. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. Ap. mollusca, worms ; May, Ju. Jy. insects, worms, 
mollusca; Au. Sep. mollusca, Crustacea; Dec. mollusca, 
Crustacea. In Britain rank food. 

PUKPLE SANDPIPER F maritima, Brun. Breeds 
in Faroe, Iceland and the north ; winters in the south. Ec. 
value, Europe A. Beauty of form and color A. Winter 
visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. mollusca, sea-weed; 
Feb. Mar. mollusca, worms, Crustacea. Iceland, Ju. mol- 
lusca, Crustacea. Norway, Jy. Au. mollusca, Crustacea. 
Britain, Nov. mollusca, Crustacea. Eaten in Sweden, rank 
as food. 

aLANDRAIL. Gallinula crex. Lath, Europe. Ec. 
value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color B. Summer 
visitor to the British Isles. Food : France, Jan. Mar. 
mollusca, seeds, insects. Spain, Ap. mollusca, insects, seeds. 
Britain, May, Ju. mollusca, insects, seeds ; Au. Sep. Oct. 
mollusca, insects, seeds, worms. In Britain excellent food. 

MOORHEN. G. chloropus, Lath, Constant resident 
in most parts of Europe. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty 
of form and color B. Common throughout the British Isles, 
constant resident. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. fish, mollusca; 
Mar. fish, mollusca, ova ; Ap. May, fish, mollusca, ova of 
tadpoles, insects ; Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. fish, mollusca, insects, 
seeds ; Oct. insects, seeds, mollusca ; Nov. Dec. mollusca, 
ova, seeds, fish. Pretty good for the table in Britain. 
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"WATERRAIL. Rallua aquaticus^ Linn, Europe: 
common in France, Holland and Germany. Ec. value, Eu- 
rope B. Beauty of form and color B. Constant resident 
in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. moUusca, seeds, 
Crustacea, worms ; Ap. moUusca, insects, worms. France, 
May, mollusca, insects, worms. Britain, Ju. mollusca, in- 
sects, worms, seeds. Holland, Au. to Dec. mollusca, insects, 
worms, Crustacea, seeds. 

COOT. Fulica atra, Linn. Constant resident in most 
parts of Europe. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form 
and color C. Constant resident in the south of England ; 
summer visitor to the north. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. mollusca, fish, leaves, seeds. France, Ap. mollusca, 
fish, insects. Holland, May, mollusca, fish, insects. Britain, 
Ju. mollusca, fish, insects; Jy. mollusca, insects, young 
birds, fish; Au. mollusca, fish, insects, seeds; Sep. Oct. 
seeds, mollusca, fish, insects; Nov. Dec. seeds, mollusca, 
fish. Eatable, but rather dry and rank usually. 

RED NECKED PHALEROPE. Fhaleropus hyper- 
boreuSy Linn, Winter visitor to the south of Europe; 
breeds in the north. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form 
and color B. Winter visitor to the south of England ; 
breeds in the north of Scotland. Food ; Britain, Jan. to 
Ap. Crustacea, worms, mollusca; May, insects, Crustacea, 
worms ; Ju. insects, Crustacea, worms ; Sep. to Nov. mol- 
lusca, worms, Crustacea. 

GRAYLAG GOOSE. Anser ferus, Steph, Winter 
visitor to the south of Europe; breeds in the north and 
central regions. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form 
and color C. Winter visitor to Britain, common formerly. 
Food : Britain, Jan. seeds, grains, slugs, grass ; Mar. seeds, 
grains, mollusca. Norway, May, seeds, grass, grain. 
Russia, Ju. Jy. Sep. seeds, grass, grain. Britain, Oct. Nov. 
seeds, grass, grain. In Britain excellent food. 

BEAN GOOSE. Anser Segetum, Gmel. Breeds in 
Arctic Europe, visitor to the centre. Ec. value, Europe C. 
Beauty of form and color C. Winter visitor to Britain ; a 
few remain to breed. Food : Britain, Jan. Mar. blades of 
grass, com, seeds ; Ap. May, vegetables, grass, mollusca. 
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Europe, Ju. vegetables, grass, mollusca, com. France, Jy. 
vegetables, grass, com, mollusca; Au. com, vegetables. 
Britain, Sep. Oct. vegetables, com, mollusca; Nov. Dec. 
vegetables, mollusca. In Britain good food. 

WHITE FRONTED GOOSE. A. alhifrons, Bech. 
Winter visitor to the south and centre of Europe. Ec. 
value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color C. Winter 
visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. grass, corn, 
blades, vegetables ; Mar. grain, seeds, vegetables. Europe, 
Ap. vegetables, grass, plants. Lapland, May, vegetables, 
grass, plants. Sweden, Ju. Jy. vegetables, grass, mollusca; 
Au. com, vegetables. Britain, Sep. com, vegetables ; Oct. 
vegetables, clover, grass; Nov. Dec. mollusca, plants. 
Excellent food. 

BARNACLE GOOSE. A. leacopsis, Bech, Europe. 
Ec. value B. Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor 
to Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. vegetables, grass; Feb. 
Mar. grass, sedges. Lapland, May, Ju. aquatic plants. 
Russia, Au. Sep. seeds, grasses, corn, aquatic plants. 
Britain, Oct. Dec. grasses, aquatic plants. In Britain good 
for the table. 

BRENT GOOSE. A. bemtcla, Illig, Winter visitor 
to Europe. Breeds in Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla. 
Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form and color B. Winter 
visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. seaweed, 
grass. Sweden, Au. seaweed, grass. Russia, Sep. Oct. 
Nov. seaweed, grass. Britain, Dec. seaweed, grass. Good 
food in Britain. 

HOOPER. Cygnus musicus, Tern, Winter visitor to 
the souths generally breeds in Iceland and Lapland. Ec. 
value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice B. 
Winter visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. ova, fish, 
aquatic plants ; Feb. Mar. roots, ova, fish, aquatic plants. 
Iceland, Ap. aquatic plants, fish, ova, insects ; Jy. aquatic 
plants, fry, fish. Lapland, Au. aquatic plants, insects, fish. 
Britain, Sep. aquatic plants, insects. Sweden, Oct. aquatic 
plants. Britain, Nov. Dec. aquatic plants. Eaten in 
Sweden, good when young. 

MUTE SWAN. Cygnus olor^ Bote. Constant resident 
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in East Europe, domesticated. Ec. value, Europe B. 
Beauty of form and color A. Constant domestic bird in 
Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. Ap. aquatic plants, 
ova, fish; May, Ju. fish, moUusca, aquatic plants; and 
throughout the year. Eaten when young ; formerly when old. 

COMMON SHIELDRAKE. Anas tadorna, Linn, 
North Europe chiefly ; breeds most abundantly there. Ec. 
value C. Beauty of form and color A. In Britain partly 
constant, partly migratory. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. ova, 
fry, fish, moUusca; Mar. to Dec. fish, insects, moUusca, 
alg8B. Seldom eaten, rank and dry. 

SHOVELLER. A. clypeata, Linn. Europe, winter 
visitor to the more southern parts, breeds in the north. 
Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color B. 
Winter visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. algae, grass, 
moUusca, Crustacea ; Feb. grass, moUusca, Crustacea, worms, 
leeches, fish ; Mar. grass, moUusca. Sweden, Ap. moUusca, 
grass, fish, Crustacea. Russia, Mar. moUusca, grass, fish, 
Crustacea. Sweden, Ju. moUusca, fish, Crustacea, insects. 
Russia, Jy. grass, insects, moUusca ; Sep. moUusca, worms, 
Crustacea, insects ; Nov. Dec. moUusca, algae, Crustacea, 
worms. Britain, Sweden excellent food. 

PINTAIL DUCK. A, acuta, Linn. N. America, 
Europe, breeds there, visits the south in winter. Ec. value, 
Britain B. Beauty of form and color A. Winter visitor 
to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. moUusca, fish, fry, ova ; 
Feb. aquatic plants, fish, ova. Holland, Mar. aquatic 
plants, fish, moUusca.* Britain, aquatic plants, fish, mol- 
lusca. Holland, Sep. aquatic plants, insects, moUusca. 
Britain, Oct. fish, plants, moUusca, Crustacea ; Dec. fish, 
plants, moUusca. Excellent food in Britain. 

WILD DUCK. A. boschas, Linn. Europe. Ec. 
value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color B. Britain, 
partly migratory, partly resident. Food: Britain, Jan. 
Feb. small fish, ova, seeds, worms, moUusca; Mar. Ap. 
seeds, worms, plants, moUusca; May, Ju. seeds, plants, 
insects, moUusca; Jy. Au. seeds, insects, corn, moUusca; 
Sep. Oct. seeds, corn, fish, moUusca ; Dec. moUusca, fish. 
Britain and Europe excellent food. 
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GARGANEY. A, qaerqaedula^ Linn, Europe, most 
abundant in the centre and south. Ec. value, Britain B. 
Beauty of form and color A. Summer visitor to Britain, 
not abundant. Food : France, Jan. mollusca, fish, plants ; 
Feb. fish, mollusca, insects, fry. Holland, Mar. mollusca, 
fish, insects, seeds. Eussia, Ap. mollusca, fish, plants. 
Britain, May, Ju. Au. Sep. mollusca,. fish, plants. France, 
Oct. mollusca, fish, insects, plants. Europe, Nov. Dec. 
mollusca, fish, insects, plants. Britain, good food. 

TEAL. A, crecca, Linn. Europe, particularly the 
north-east. Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and 
color A. Winter visitor to Britain, rarely breeds here. 
Food : Britain, Jan. mollusca, plants ; Feb. Mar. mollusca, 
fish, plants; Ap. Au. insects, mollusca, fish; Sep. Oct. 
Nov. mollusca, fish, seeds; Dec. mollusca, fish, plants. 
Britain good food. 

WIGEON. A. penelopCy Linn. Winter visitor to most 
parts of Europe, breeds in the north. Ec. value, Britain B. 
Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor, rarely breeds 
in Britain (Sutherland). Food: Britain, Jan. grass, 
mollusca; Feb. aquatic plants, mollusca; May, aquatic 
plants, mollusca. Lapland, Jy. aquatic plants, mollusca; 
Au. seeds, grass, aquatic plants; Sep. seeds, grass, mol- 
lusca; Oct. seeds, grass, aquatic plants. France, Nov. 
mollusca, aquatic plants ; Dec. seeds, grass, mollusca. In 
Britain good food. 

EIDER DUCK. A. mollisfdma, Linn. North of 
Europe, winter visitor occasionally to the south. Ec. 
value, Britain A. Beauty of form and color B. Constant 
resident in a few northern localities in England and Scot- 
land. Food: Britain, fish, seaweed, mollusca, Crustacea, 
throughout the year. Eaten in Norway, rank food. 

COMMON SCOTER. A. nigra, Linn, Winter visitor 
to the south of Europe, breeds in Lapland and Iceland. 
Ec. value, Europe B. Beauty of form and color C. 
Winter visitor to England. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. mollusca, worms, algae. Lapland, Ap. mollusca, 
worms, algsB, insects. Sweden, May, mollusca, worms, 
algse, insects. Iceland, Jy. Au. Sep. Oct. mollusca, worms, 
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algae, insects. Britain, Nov. Dec. mollusca, worms, algae, 
Crustacea. Eaten in Lent in France and Germany, rank 
food. 

LONG TAILED DUCK. A. glacialis, Linn. Winter 
visitor to all but the far north of Europe, breeds in Laplandv 
Ec. value, Britain B. Beauty of form and color A. 
Winter visitor to Britain, not abundant except in the 
coldest weather. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. Ap. 
mollusca, fish, radiata, Crustacea. Sweden, May, mollusca, 
insects ; Au. Sep. mollusca, radiata, fish ; Nov. Dec. 
mollusca, radiata, fish. Eaten in Germany and Britain ; 
pretty good, sometimes rank. 

POCHARD. A, ferina^ Linn, Most common in the 
north of Europe, breeds abundantly in Poland and Eussia. 
Ec. value, Europe B. Beauty of form and color B. 
Winter visitor to Britain, a few breed there. Food : Britain 
Jan. mollusca, fish, Crustacea. Sweden, Ap. mollusca, fish, 
aquatic plants. Russia, May, Ju. Au. Sep. Oct. mollusca, 
fish, aquatic plants, Crustacea. Britain, Dec. mollusca, fish. 
Eaten in Britain, excellent food. 

8CAUP DUCK. A, niarilaj Linn. Breeds in Lapland, 
Norway, ^nd Iceland, winters south of Europe. Ec. value, 
Europe B. Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor 
to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. Crustacea, sea- 
weeds, mollusca, fish. Norway, May, aquatic plants, 
mollusca, fish ; Ju. to Sep. insects, mollusca, fish. Britain, 
Oct. Nov. Dec. mollusca, fish, algae, Crustacea. Eaten in 
No.rway and Germany, rather rank as food, 

GOLDEN EYE. A. clangula, Linn, Breeds in Lap- 
land, a winter visitor to the south of Europe. Ec. value, 
Europe B. Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor 
to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. mollusca, fish, 
algae. Lapland, Ap. May, mollusca, fish, algae, Crustacea ; 
Ju. Au. fish, algae. Sweden, Sep. fish; Oct. fish, algae, 
mollusca, Crustacea. Britain, Nov. Dec. fish, Crustacea. 
Eaten in Germany, rank as food. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator, 
Linn, Breeds in Norway and Lapland, visits Spain and 
Central Europe in winter. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty 
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of form and color A. Winter visitor to Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Feb. fish, Crustacea; Mar. fish, frogs' spawn. 
Norway, Ap. tadpoles, fish ; May, Ju. Au. fish, amphibia, 
Crustacea. Britain, Oct. Nov. Dec. fish, Crustacea. Eaten 
in Germany, very rank. 

GOOSANDER. M, merganser^ Linn, Visits South 
and Central Europe in winter, breeds in Norway and Lap- 
land. Ec. value, Europe 0. Beauty of form and color B. 
Winter visitor to Britain, a few remain to breed generally. 
Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. fish, Crustacea; Mar. Ap. fish, 
Crustacea, amphibia. Lapland, May, fish, Crustacea. Nor- 
way, Ju. fish, Crustacea; Jy. fish, Crustacea, amphibia; 
Sep. fish; Nov. Dec* fish, Crustacea, mollusca. Eaten in 
Lapland, rank as food. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE. Podiceps cnstatus, 
Lath, Europe, migrates from the coast to inland lakes, 
according to season. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty of 
form and color B. Resident in Britain in some localities, 
in others migrates from the coast to the lakes. Food: 
Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. fish, ova, amphibia, mollusca ; Ap. 
fish, amphibia, insects; May, Ju. Jy. fish, ova, insects; 
Au. fish, insects, aquatic plants ; Sep. Oct. Nov. Crustacea, 
water plants ; Dec. water plants, ova, fish, worms. Eaten 
in Russia, very rank. 

LITTLE GREBE. P. minor, Lath, Constant 
throughout the year ; in the centre and south of Europe 
chiefly. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color 
C. Constant resident in Britain. Food : Jan. Feb. Mar. 
fish, sedges, seeds, mollusca ; Ap. May, and throughout the 
year, insects, fish, plants, mollusca. Eaten in Germany, too 
rank for most persons* 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER. Colymhus glacialis, 
Linn, Breeds in Lapland and Iceland, winters in south and 
temperate parts of Europe. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty 
of form and color B. Winter visitor to the British Isles. 
Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. fish, algsB. Lapland, May, fish, 
insects, algae; Ju. fish, fry; Jy. fish, insects; Au. Sep. 
Bsh, algse, Norway, Oct. fish, algae. Britain, Nov. Dec. 
^sA^ algaB. Eaten by the Laps ; disgustmgly tauk in smell. 
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RED-THROATED DIVER. C. septentrionalis, Linn. 
Breeds in the north of Europe. Ec. value, Britain C- 
Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor to Britain, 
commonly breeds in Orkney. Food: Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. Ap. fish, fry, algsB ; May, Ju. fish, fry, algae, insects ; 
Jy. Aug. Sep. fish, fry, frogs, insects, algae; Oct. Nov. 
Dec. algae, fish, aquatic plants. Not eaten, very rank in 
smell. 

GUILLEMOT. Uria troile, Lath, Constant resident 
on the sea coast of Europe, chiefly north. Ec. value, Britain 
C. Beauty of form and color C. Constant resident all 
along the sea coast of Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. fish, fry, Crustacea, moUusca; and throughout the 
year fish, mollusca, Crustacea. Very fishy in taste, little 
eaten 

BLACK GUILLEMOT. U. grylle, Lath, Oceanic 
coasts, migrates from its northern locality in winter. Ec. 
value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color B. Constant 
resident on most parts of the British coast. Food : Britain, 
fish, mollusca, Crustacea, throughout the year. Little eaten 
except by the poor Islanders. 

PUFFIN. Mormon fratercula^ Tern, North of Europe 
in summer, south and temperate parts in whiter. Ec. value, 
Britain C. Beauty of form and color C. Summer visitor 
to Britain. Food : Oceanic Isles, Jan. fish, Crustacea, 
algae; Feb. Crustacea, mollusca, fish. Britain, Mar. Crus- 
tacea, fish, algae. Oceanica, Ap. May, Crustacea, fish, 
algae. Britain, Ju. Crustacea, fish, algae; Jy. Au. Crus- 
tacea, fish; Oct. Crustacea, fish, algae. Oceanica, Nov. 
Dec. Crustacea, fish, algae. Very fishy, chiefly valuable 
for its feathers. 

RAZORBILL. Alca torda, Linn, Common on the 
islands and shores of the arctic oceans and seas. Ec. value 
C. Beauty of form and color C. Constant resident, mi- 
grates somewhat, does not leave entirely. Food throughout 
the year fish and Crustacea. Not much eaten. 

CORMORANT. Carbo cormoranus, Meyer, Constant 
resident in Europe and America. Ec, Y«l\vft^^V!kSCL\wsss&^ 
to fish A, when wild C. BeaxLty oi iorca. wv^ ^5^^-^ ^- 
Constant resident, commonly in. "Biifewxi. l^wA*. ^^^^^^^ 

E 
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jonng Inrds in Jil and Jj. Not nrach eaten except hj poor 
Islanders. 

SHAG. C. cristatuB, Tern. Ck>nfitant leaident in manj 
parts of Enrope and America. Ec yaloe, Britain G. Beanty 
of form and color A. Constant resident in Britiun. Food : 
fish. Not oflten eaten. 

G ANNEX. Sula Bassana, Bate. North of Europe most 
commonly. Ec. value, Britain G. Constant resident in 
Britain. Feeds on fish throughout the year. Much eaten 
when young, when old is rank. 

8ANDWIGH TERN. Sterna Cantiacay Gmel, France, 
Germany, Italy, Africa, America, migratory. 'Ec. value, 
Europe G. Beauty of form and color A. Summer visitor 
to Britain. Food: France, Jan. fish. Algeria, Mar. Ap. 
fish. Britain, May, Jy. Au. fish. Africa, Sep. Oct. fish ; 
Dec. fish. Not often eaten, fishy. 

ROSEATE TERN. S. Dmgallii, Mont. Europe, 
Africa, America, Ec. value, Europe G. Beauty of 
form and color A. Summer visitor to Britain. Food: 
Africa, Jan. Feb. fish. America, Ap. fish. Britain, 
May, Ju. fish. America, Sep. Nov. fish. Not much 
eaten, fishy. 

COMMON TERN. S. hirundo, Linn. The sea coast 
throughout great part of the globe. Ec. value, Europe G. 
Beauty of form and color A. Summer visitor to Britain. 
Food; America, Jan. fish, Crustacea. Europe, Feb. fish, 
Crustacea. America, Mar. Ap. fish, Crustacea. Britain, 
May, Ju, Jy. Au. Sep. fish, Crustacea, insects. Africa, Oct. 
Nov, Dec. fish, Crustacea. Rank and fishy. 

ARCTIC TERN. JS.arcticaTem. The north of Europe 
and America in summer. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty 
of form and color A. Summer visitor to Britain. Food : 
America, Jan. fish, Crustacea ; Feb. Mar. Ap. fish. 
Britain, May, fish, Crustacea; Ju. fish, insects, Crustacea. 
Jy. fish. America, Oct, Nov. Dec, fish. Not good to eat, 
rank. 

LESSER TERN. S. minuta, Linn. Breeds in the 
north and temperate regions of Europe and Asia, winters 
south, Ec. value, Europe G. Beauty of form and color A. 
Siunmer visitor to Britain, the south coast principally. 
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Food: Europe, Jan. fish, Crustacea; Feb. fish, fry, Crustacea. 
Britain, May, Ju. Jj. fish, try, Crustacea. Europe, Au. fish, 
Crustacea. Britain, Sep. fish, Crustacea. Europe, Oct. Not. 
fish, Crustacea. Bank and fishy. 

BLACK TERN. S. mgroy Brias. Holland, Hungary, 
common, Europe generally. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty 
of form and color B. Bmnmer visitor to Britain. Food : 
Europe, Jan. Feb. Mar. insects, fish, Crustacea ; Ap. May, 
Ju. Jy. Au. insects, fish, Crustacea. Europe, Oct. 
fish, Crustacea, insects; Nov. fish, Crustacea; Dec. fish. 
Bank. 

BLACKHEADED GULL. Larus rudibundus, Linn, 
Europe, partly migratory, partly resident. Ec. value, Britain 
G. Beauty of form and color A. Meres and marshes in 
summer, sea-coast in winter, east coast of England abun^ 
dantly ; local. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. fish ; Mar. fish, 
insects; Ap. May, Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. fish, mollusca, 
insects, worms ; Oct. Nov. fish, mollusca, Crustacea ; 
Dec. fish, mollusca. Less rank than most gulls; eggs, 
good. 

KITTIWAKE. L. tridactylus, Lath. Ameiica, Ice- 
land, Scandinavia in smnmer, south of Europe in winter. 
Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty of form and color A. Breeds 
in Britain, south and north ; resident. Food : Britain, Jan. 
Feb. fish ; Mar. Ap. fi^h, Crustacea ; throughout the year, 
fiish. Very fishy to eat. 

COMMON GULL. L. canus, Linn. Europe generally, 
breeds most in the north. Ec. value, Britain C. Beauty 
of form and color A. Eesident in many parts of the coast. 
Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. fish ; Mar. Crustacea, fish. Eu- 
rope, Ap. May and throughout the year, fish. Eaten in 
Sweden, very fishy. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. jL. Juscus, 
Linn. Europe ; migrates somewhat, in some localities resi- 
dent. Ec. value, Europe C. Beauty of form and color A. 
Resident on many parts of the coast. Food : Britain, Jan. 
fish, Crustacea ; Mar. Ap. May, fiish, Crustacea ; Ju. Jy. Au. 
fish ; Oct. Dec. fish. Very fishy ; mostly eaten when young 
in Britain. 

HERRING GULL. L. argmtatua, BrUn. Resident 
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in many parts of Europe. Ec. yalue, Britain C. Beauty 
of form and color A. Resident on many parts of the coast 
of Britain. Food: Jan. Feb. fish, mollnsca; Mar. fish^ 
starfish ; Ap. fish, Crustacea ; May, fish, starfish, mollnsca ; 
Ju. starfish ; Jy. fish, mollnsca ; Bep. Oct. Nov. fish. Rank 
and fishy. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL. L. marinas, 
Linn, Europe, principally in the north; migrates partly 
and resident partly. Ec. yalue, Britain C. Beauty of form 
and color A. Resident on many parts of the coast. Food : 
Britain, Jan. Mar. fish, Crustacea ; Ap. May, Ju. fish ; Jy. 
fish, Crustacea ; Au. fish ; Not. fish, Crustacea ; Dec. fish. 
^^^ good, adult birds fishy. 

aCOMMON SKUA. Lestris catarractes. El. Most 
common in the north of Europe and America. Ec. yalue, 
Britain A ; defends flocks from eagles. Beauty of form and 
color B. Resident in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. fish, 
Crustacea ; Feb. fish, mollnsca ; Mar. Ap. May, fish ; Ju. 
young birds, fish ; Jy. Au. Sep. fish ; Dec. fish. Eaten in 
Norway, fishy. 

RICHARDSON'S SKUA. L, Eichardsonii, Swains. 
North of Europe and America. Ec. yalue, Europe C. 
Beauty of form and color B. In summer the north of 
Britain; yisits the south in autumn and winter. Food: 
Britain, Jan. Mar. Ap. fish, mollnsca. Europe, May, Ju. 
fish, eggs; Au. fish, moUusca. Britain, Oct. Noy. fiish, 
mollnsca. Eaten in Norway, rank. 

FULMAR PETREL. Procellaria glacialis, Linn. St. 
Kilda, Arctic Europe and America ; accidental in the south. 
Ec. yalue, Europe C ; but A to the natives of St. Bjlda. 
Beauty of form and color B. Winter yisitor to most parts 
of Britain ; breeds on St. Kilda. Food : Britain, Jan. fish, 
mollnsca, carcases of whales ; Feb. fish, moUusca. Britain, 
Ap. fish, mollnsca. America, May, carcases of whales, fish, 
mollnsca; Ju. Jy. fish. France, Oct. moUusca. Britain, 
Noy. Dec. fiish, mollnsca, barnacles. Rank food. 

MANX SHEARWATER. Fuffinus anghrum, Boie. 
Ihe Orkneys, Me of Man, St. Bjilda. Ec. yalue, Britain 
-SI Beauty of form and color B. Eat^ \ii^<ek wsvsJ(Ssi^«xR«^t 
jb the south west ; breeds in the ls\e oUAoo. wA^V'^K^^ 
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Food : Britam, Jan. mollusca, fish, worms ; Ap. mollusca^, 
Crustacea, fish ; May, Ju. fish. France, An. fish. Britain, 
Sep. fish, moUusca. France, Oct. fish, mollusca, Crustacea. 
Eaten in Britain ; when joung choice food. 

STOKM PETREL. Thalassidroma pellagica, Vgs, 
Orkney ; St. Eilda to breed ; home is on the ocean. Ec. 
value, Britain C. Used as a lamp in the Faroe Isles. 
Beauty of form and color C. Most common on the west 
coast of Britain ; breeds in Scilly, &c. Food : Britain, Jan. 
Mar. Ap. small fish, Crustacea, mollusca ; Ju. Jy. Au. small 
fish, mollusca; Not. Dec. small fish, Crustacea, mollusca. 
Not eaten. 



CATALOGUE 

OF TSB 

LESS COMMON AND RAEE BIRDS THAT 
HAVE BEEN KILLED IN BRITAIN, 

WITH THEIR 

VARIOUS LOCALITIES, ATTRACTIVE QUALITIES, 
FOOD DURING THE VARIOUS MONTHS OF THE 
YEAR; AND WHEN EATEN BY MAN THEIR VALUE 

AS FOOD TO HIM. 



aEGYPTIAN VULTUKE. Cathartea percnopterua, 
Linn. Asia, Afnc&y Europe, resident constantly. Ec. yalue 
Africa, Europe, A. Beauty of form and color C. Only 
once ^led in Britain, 1825. Food : AMca, Jan. carrion ; 
Feb. filth, feculent matter, young birds, small quadrupeds, 
frogs, toads, reptiles all the year. 

a GRIFFON VULTURE. V. Julvus, Gmel. Alps, 
Pyrenees, Syria, Archipelago, Africa. Ec. yalue AMca, 
Europe, A. Beauty of form and color B. Once killed in 
Britain. Food, Africa, carcases, carrion, young game, when 
pressed by hunger feculent matter, all the year. 

GOLDEN EAGLE. Falco chrysaetos, Linn, Scotland, 
Ireland, Europe, Asia, Africa, America. Ec. yalue Europe, 
C. Beauty of form and color A. Continual in locality in 
Britain. Food, Britain, hares, birds, lambs, fawns, gulls, 
foxes, small animals, young game. 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE. F. alhicaia, Gmel Scot- 
land, Ireland, Europe, America, Africa. Ec. yalue Europe 
G. Beauty of form and color A. Continual in locality in 
Britain. Food, Britain, lambs, fawns, fish, birds, small 
animals, occasionally carrion. 

SPOTTED EAGLE. F, nomus, Gmel Europe, Africa. 
jSb. value Europe B. Beauty of form. «ad cidot B. Once 
or twice killed in Britain. Food Q^xmiNKj^^^afiswaMj \\m^. 
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small birds, moles, rats, rabbits, large beetles, particularly 
in Africa. Not eaten. 

08PREY. jP. halioptusy Linn, Europe, America. Ec. 
value Europe, America, C. Beauty of form and color A. 
Continual in locality in Britain. Food, Britain, fish ali 
the year. 

GREENLAND FALCON. F, GroenlandicuSy Hanc 
Europe, Iceland, Greenland. Ec. yalue America C. Beauty 
of form and color A. Very rare in Britain. Food, America, 
ptarmigan, ducks, birds, small animals, always alive. 

ICELAND FALCON. F. Islandicus, Hanc, Ec. value 
Iceland C. Beauty of form and color A. Continual in 
locality Iceland, very rare in Britain. Food, Iceland, ptar- 
migan, ducks, birds, small quadrupeds, always alive. 

PEREGRINE FALCON. 'i^^.^iere^mt^, Gmel Europe, 
America, Africa. Ec. value Europe, America, C. Beauty 
of form and color A. Continual in locality in Britain. 
Food Britain, ducks, young game, birds. 

HOBBY. F, subbuteOf Lath. Europe, Asia. Ec value, 
Europe C. Beauty of form and color A. In Britain from 
Ap. to the end of Sep. Food : Spain, Jan. quails, pigeons. 
Europe, larks, young aquatic and other small birds. 

MERLIN. F, cBsalon, GhneL Europe and Asia. Ec 
value, Europe C. Beauty of form and color A. Stationary 
in Scotland, some winter in England; an Alpine bird. 
Food : larks, small birds, mice ; shrews rarely. 

RED-FOOTED FALCON. F. vespertinus, Linn. 
Europe, particularly eastern and central; Algeria. Ec 
value, Europe B. Beauty of form and color A. Food; 
Germany, Jan. reptiles, small birds. Algeria, reptiles, 
small birds, beetles, all the year. 

GOSHAWK. F. palumbariuSf Linn, Russia, France. 
Ec. value B. Beauty of form and color A. A rare 
straggler in Britain. Food: Germany, France, Russia, 
Jan. birds, partridges, pheasants; Mar. moles, squirrels, 
young hares, chickens, rats, reptiles. Swed^, Jy. young 
ducks, water rats, hamsters, all the year. 

KITE. F. milvus, Linn. Europe. Ec. value^ Eutci^ 
B. Beauty of form and color A.. Cot^\s»36^ xsi'^s^^^sfia- 
Food: Euiope, Jan. small bk4a\ 'B^>b- m'^^R^^ ^»^^^^^^ 



60 THE LK8B OOMMOV B&ITISH BUtDB : 

mice, rats. Britain^ Ap. chicks, reptiles; Maj, young 
game, reptiles. Emx>pe, green lizards, small birds, refose 
of fish bj the sea coast, field mice, rats, moles. 

SWALLOW-TAILED KITE. F. farcaius, Lirm. 
Mexico, Southern States of North America. Ec. ralue, 
Europe A. Beauty of form and color A. A rare straggler 
in Britain; winters in Mexico, goes north in summer. Food : 
America, Jan. reptiles, locusts ; Feb. beetles, reptiles ; Ap. 
mice, grasshoppers, insects, through the year. 

BUZZARD. F. buteoy Linn. Europe. Ec. yalue, 
Europe B. Beauty of form and color B. Continual 
locally in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. reptiles, moles; 
Feb. field mice, frogs, toads ; Mar. frogs, snakes. France, 
Ap. young hares, rabbits; May, Ju. Jy. young ducks, 
game, birds ; Au, reptiles ; Sep. large beetles. Spain, Oct. 
grasshoppers. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD. F. lagopus, Brun. 
North Europe, America. Ec. value, Europe, America B. 
Beauty of form and color B. A rare straggler in Britain. 
Food: France, Jan. Feb. moles, water rats. Germany, 
Mar. toads, frogs. Russia, Ap. young rabbits, hamsters. 
Lapland, May, young game ; Ju. young game, water birds. 
Germany, Jy. reptiles, young birds; Au. Sep. reptiles; 
Sop. Oct. small birds ; Nov. Dec. rats, mice. 

HONEY BUZZARD. F. apivorus, Linn. Central 
Europe. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form and 
color A. Goes to the south of Britain in winter, north 
or highlands in summer. Rare. Food : Britain, Jan. field 
mice, insects. Europe, Feb. water rats; Mar. reptiles. 
Britain, May, young birds. Europe, Ju. insects. Germany, 
Jy. Au. Sep. insects, bees, wasps and their nests ; Oct. 
small birds, reptiles. 

MARSH HARRIER. F. asruginosuSj Linn. Europe 
and Asia. Ec. value, Europe B. Beauty of form and 
color B. Generally resident in Britain, occasionally 
migrates. Food: Holland, Jan. rats, small birds; Mar. 
niollusca, water rats ; Ap. fish, reptiles ; May, Ju. young 
birds ; Jy. small ducks and water fowl through the year, 
fish, occasionally reptiles. 

HEN HARRIER. Falco cyanceus^ Linn. America, 
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Europe, Asia. Ec. value, America B. Beauty of form 
and color B. In Britain partly migratory. Food.: Gler- 
many, Jan. small birds. Germany, France, Feb. rats. 
Holland, Mar. water rats. Britain, Ap. lizards ; May, Ju. 
Jy. young game; Au. Sep. Oct. frogs, reptiles; Not. 
small birds. 

MONTAGUE'S HARRIER. JP. cineraceus, Mont 
Central and south Europe, Asia. Ec. value, Europe B. 
Beauty of form and color B; of voice C. In Britain 
partly migratory. France, Jan. small birds; Mar. water 
rats. Russia, Ap. lizards ; May, frogs ; Ju. young birds ; 
Jy. and through the year, frogs and reptiles. 

EAGLE OWL. Strtx bubo, Linn, Europe, Asia, 
America. Ec. value, Europe, America C. Beauty of form 
and color A. A rare straggler in Britain, partially 
migratory. Russia, Jan. hares; Feb. rabbits. Lapland, 
Mar. rats ; Ap. young lambs. Russia, May, fawns. Lap- 
land, Ju. sea fowl. Russia, Jy. ducks, and birds through- 
out the year. 

aSCOPS-EARED OWL. S. scops, Linn. Europe, 
Africa. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form and color 
A. Migratory generally; a rare straggler in Britain. 
Food : France, Jan. field mice ; Mar. moles ; Ap. cock- 
chafers, moths, beetles; May, bats. Italy, Ju. moths, 
dragon flies, sphinges ; insects through the year. 

aSHORT-EARED OWL. S. brachyotus, Gmel. 
Europe, America, Asia. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of 
form and color A. Partially migratory in Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. field mice; Feb. rats; Mar. moles; Ap. 
water rats ; May, young rabbits, bats ; Ju. mice ; Jy. smi^l 
birds; Au. shrews; Sep. dormice; Nov. mice; Dec. 
shrews. 

SNOWY OWL. S. nyctea, Linn, Arctic Europe, 
America. Ec. value, America C. Beauty of form and 
color A. Partially migratory, a few times found in Britain. 
Food : Europe, Sweden, Jan. rats, lemmings ; Feb. hares. 
Lapland, Mar. grouse, rabbits; Ap. hamsters; May, 
grouse ; Ju. large birds ; Jy. Au. hares, birds. Norway, 
Sep. capercailzie ; Nov. lemmings. 

HAWK OWL. S. funerea, Lath, Arctic Euroi^ie^ 
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America. Ec yalne, Eoit^ A. Beauty of form and 
color B. Once or twice only in England. Food : Eniope, 
Jan. rats. Gtennanj, Feb. mice. Denmaik, Mar. small 
birds. Lapland, Ap. May, insects, mice; Jo. Jj. small 
birds, mice. France, Oct. mice. 

aLITTLE OWL. S. noctua, Una. Emope. Ec 
Talne, Europe A. Beaaty of form and color B. A rare 
straggler in Britain. Food: Germany, Jan. field mice; 
Feb. mice. Russia, Mar. bats. France, Ap. small Hrds, 
insects; May, insects, bats; Jo. shrews, mice; Jy. Oct. 
mice. 

MOTTLED OWL. S.asio,Linn. America. Beauty 
of form and color A. Very rare in Britain. Food: 
America, Jan. Jy. Oct. small animals, birds. 

aTENGMALM'S OWL. S, Tengmalmiy GmeL Lap- 
land, Sweden, North Europe; mountains in the soutii. 
Ec. value, America A. Beauty of form and color A. A 
rare straggler in Britain, migratory. Food: Germany, 
Jan. Feb. field mice, small birds. Sweden, Mar. mice. 
Germany, Ap. insects. Lapland, May, beetles, moths. 
Sweden, Ju. mice, moths. Lapland, Jy. dragon flies, mice. 
Sweden, Au. mice ; Sep. small birds, mice. Russia, Oct. 
mice ; Nov. mice, birds. Europe, Dec. mice, birds. 

aWOODCHAT SHRIKE. Lamm rufus, Briss. 
Summer visitor to the north of Europe; stationary in 
North Africa. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form 
and color B. A rare summer visitor to Britain, but breeds 
occasionally in the south of England. Food : Russia, Jan. 
moths, beetles, little birds, locusts. Germany, Feb. insects, 
mice. Europe, Mar. insects, mice, birds. France, Ap. 
May, Ju. Jy. insects, litde birds; Oct. locusts, insects, 
little birds. Germany, Nov. insects, birds. Algeria, Dec. 
insects. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER. Mmcicapa 

parvay Beck, Germany, Hungary, Poland. Ec value, 

Europe A. Beauty of form and color B. Occasionally in 

the south of England, very rare. Food : Germany, Jan. 

I^b. Ap, Ju. Jj. insects. Holland, Sep. insects. France, 

Deo, iDsecis, Gfermany, exoellenk tood^ Vsa^* tLOt often 
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WHITE'S THRUSH. Turdus Whitei, EyUm. Java, 
Australia. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in 
Britain. Food: Australia, Jan. May, Au. Sep. insects, 
seeds. Said to be good food. 

GOLD-VENTED THRUSH. T. aurigaatery Vieill. 
Afirica. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice A. Very 
rare in Britain. Food : AMca, Jan. Feb. Mar. Ap. May, 
Dec. insects. Gk)od food. 

DUSKY 1X08. 1x08 ohscurosj Tern. Africa. Ec. 
value, Algeria B. Beauty of form and color C ; of voice A. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Africa, Feb. berries, seeds. 
Algeria, Ap. Jy. Oct. berries, seeds. Probably excellent 
food. 

ROCK THRUSH. Turdus saxatilis, GmeL Tyrol, 
Alps, Pyrennees, mountains generally. Ec. value, Europe, 
France B. Beauty of form and color A; of voice A. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Spain, Jan. berries, seeds; 
Mar. berries, seeds, insects. Italy, May to Au. berries, 
seeds, insects; Dec. insects. Spain, Italy, said to be 
excellent food. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE. Oriolua galhula, Linn. Italy 
and the south of Europe most commonly. Ec. value, 
Europe B. Beauty of form and color A; of voice B. 
An accidental summer visitor to Britain, has bred in 
England a few times. Food : Italy, Jan. berries, insects ; 
Mar. Ap. May, insects, fruits. (Sermany, Ju. insects, 
berries. Holland, Jy. Au. Sep. Oct. berries, insects. 
Probably good. 

ALPINE ACCENTOR. Accentor alptnus, Bech. 
Mountains in France, Switzerland, Italy, Germany. Ec. 
value, Europe A. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. 
Very rare in Britain. Food ; Europe, Jan. seeds of wild 
plants. Italy, Feb. Mar. seeds of wild plants. Germany, 
Ap. insects, seeds; May, insects; Au. insects, seeds. 
Italy, Sep. insects, seeds ; Dec. seeds. 

aBLUE-THROATED WARBLER. St/lvia sueciaa, 
Lath, Europe. Ec. value A. Beauty of form and color 
A; of song B, Very rare in Britain. F<y^\ "'Essssssjfc^ 
Jan. seeds,* Mar. insects, aiidt\iTO\x^^<&l^)ax^« 

aBLACK REDSTART. S- titK)jE, Scop- ^^T®aKc^^ 
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France, Spain, Holland ; sninmer visitor to the north only. 
Ec. value, Germany A. Beauty of form and color B ; of 
voice B. Rather scarce in Britain, occurring generally in 
autumn or winter. Food: Europe, Jan. worms, berries, 
insects. Germany, Mar. insects, berries. Britain, May, 
insects, worms; Ju. insects, worms, mollusca. Germany, 
Jy. insects, worms; Au. insects, mollusca. Russia, Bep. 
insects, berries. Germany, Oct. insects, worms; Nov. 
berries, worms. Germany, excellent food. 

SAVrS WARBLER. S. lusmmides, Sam. Holland, 
Italy, Spain, south of France. Beauty of form and color 
C ; of voice B. Rare summer visitor to Britain. Food : 
Algeria, Jan. Ap. insects, worms. Germany, May, insects. 
Holland, Ju. insects, worms, mollusca. Algeria, Dec. 
insects, worms. 

aGREAT SEDGE WARBLER. S. turdoides, Meyer. 
Common in Holland, France, Germany. Ec. value, Ger- 
many A. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. A 
rare visitor to Britain. Food : Algeria, Jan. Mar. worms, 
insects, mollusca; Ap. insects. Germany, Ju. Au. Sep. 
Nov. insects, worms. Good food. 

aORPHEUS WARBLER. S. orphea, Gould. Italy 
and France most commonly. Ec. value, Germany A, 
Beauty of form and color B ; of voice B. A very rare 
visitor to Britain. Food: France, Jan. insects, worms, 
berries. Italy, Mar. insects. Africa, Ap. insects, Italy, 
May, Ju. insects. France, Sep. Oct. insects, worms. 
Eaten in Italy. 

aRUFUS SEDGE WARBLER. S. galactodes, Tern. 
Africa, Turkey, Spain. Ec. value, Germany A. Beauty 
of form and color B ; of voice C. Very rare in Britain. 
Food : Africa, Feb. insects. Spain, insects. 

aMELODIOUS WILLOW WREN. S. hypolais, 

Lath. Holland, France, Germany. Ec. value, Gfermany 

A. Beauty of form and color B; of voice B. A rare 

visitor to Britain. Food: Germany, Italy, Jan. insects. 

Italy, Mar. May, insects. Turkey, Jy. insects. Holland, 

An. insects. Turkey, Oct. Nov. insects. Eaten in France. 

aAQUATIC WARBLER. S. aquatica, Latli. Italy, 

Qermanyy south of France. Beauty oi ioxoi wA<is5tfst^% 
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of voice C. A very rare visitor to Britain. Food : Europe, 
Feb. insects, moUosca, berries. Holland, Ap. insects, 
moUusca. Germany and France eaten, thought good. 

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. Eegulus calendula, 
Leicht. North America, a migratory bird. Beauty of form 
and color A ; of voice B. Twice killed in Britain. Food : 
Kentucky, Jan. Feb. insects, larvas. Labrador, May, insects; 
Ju. Sep. Oct. Nov. insects; Dec. insects, small mollusca. 

aCRESTED TIT. Parus cristatus, Linn, Germany, 
Holland, the north of Europe. Ec. value, Germany, A 
where common. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. 
A winter visitor to the south of Britain, breeds rarely in 
the North. Food: Russia, Jan. insects, spiders, berries. 
Germany, Mar. insects, berries, seeds. Sweden, May, 
insects. Britain, Ju. Jy. An. insects. Nov. Dec. insects, 
berries. 

BOHEMIAN WAXWING. Bcmhycilla garrula, Mem. 
North Europe, very common in Lapland. Ec. value, 
Sweden A, where common. Beauty of form and color A ; 
of voice C. A winter visitor occasionally to Britain. 
Food; Britain, Jan. Feb. berries. Lapland, Ap. May, 
insects; Au. insects, berries. Britain, Oct. Nov. berries. 
Excellent food ; sold in Sweden ite a delicacy. 

aGRAY-HEADED WAGTAIL. Motacilla flava, 
Linn, Germany, France, and other parts of Europe. Ec. 
value, Germany A, where common. Beauty of form and 
color A ; of voice C. A rare visitor to Britain. Food : 
Britain, Jan. insects, mollusca; Feb. insects. Germany, 
Mar. Ap. Ju. insects. Holland, Au, insects. Germany, 
Oct. insects, mollusca. 

RICHARD'S PIPIT. Anthu8 Ricardi.Vieill. France, 
Germany, Italy. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice B. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : France, Feb. insects. Ger- 
many, May, Sep. insects. 

aTAWNY PIPIT. A, rufescens, Tern. Europe. 
Beauty of form and color B; of voice B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : Europe, Jan. Ap. Nov. seeds, insects. 

aCRESTED LARK. Alauda cmtota, Iauu. ^^^s^.- 
mon in Germany. Prance, ItaVy. ^Ci. ^^^m.^^ ^^«»Rfe^^ 
where common. Beauty of form oxA e^ox ^% <^^ ^^>sab y. 
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Very rare in Britain. Food : Algeria, Jan. Mar. Ap. May, 
Jo. An. insects ; Sep. Dec. grain, iosects, seeds. Eaten in 
Grerman J and France ; exceUent. 

aSHORT-TOED LARK. A. hrachydactyla, LeisL 
Algeria, Italy, Sonth France, Spain. Ec. ralue, France B, 
where common. Beanty of form and color ; of voice B. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Algeria, Jan. Mar. Ju. Jy. 
Sep. Nov. insects, seeds. Eaten in France and Algeria; 
good. 

aSHORE LARK. A. alpestris, Linn. North Europe, 
Russia, North America. Ec. value, Algeria B, where 
common. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice B. Very 
rare in Britain. Food: America, Feb. Mar. seeds; Ap. 
Jy. insects, seeds ; Nov. Dec. insects. Eaten in America,. 
Russia, Gfermany ; good. 

LAPLAND BUNTING. Emberiza calcarata, Tern. 
Lapland in summer, temperate parts of Europe in winter. 
Beauty of form and color B; of voice C. Very rare in 
Britain. Food: Germany, Jaii. se<eds, berries. Russia, 
Mar. seeds, berries. Lapland, May, Ju. insects, seeds. 
America, Au. insects, seeds ; Nov. seeds, berries. 

aORTOLAN BUNTING. E. hortulana, Linn. Cen- 
tral Europe generally, commonly a summer visitor to the 
north. Ec. value, France, Italy, C to the agriculturist, A 
to the gourmand. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice 
C. Very rare in Britain. Food : Holland, Jan. seeds, 
berries. Germany, Feb. seeds ; Mar. seeds, insects ; May, 
Ju. Jy. seeds, insects. Holland, Au. seeds, insects, grain. 
Britain, Sep. grain, seeds. Holland, Oct. seeds. France, 
Nov. seeds. Eaten in Italy and France ; very choice food. 

SERIN FINCH. Fringilla serinus, Linn. Germany, 
Poland, Russia, France. Beauty of form and color B ; of 
voice B. Very rare in Britain. Food, Germany, Jan. Mar. 
seeds ; France, May, Ju. Jy. seeds, insects ; Oct. Dec. seeds. 

PINE GROSBEAK. Loana enuileator, Linn. Lapland, 
N. America; northern parts summer, south winter. Ec. 
value America C. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice 
B. Very rare in Britain. Food, America, Jan. Feb, Mar. 
seeds, berries, buds ; May, seeds, berries, insects ; Ju. Jy. 
Sep. Nov. berries; Dec. berries, seeds, buds. Very good food. 



- 0RO88BILL8, STiRLINOB, AKD KUT-CRACKER. 67 

PABROT CROSSBILL. L. pityopsittacua, Beck. 
Norway, Sweden ; rarer in the sonth of Europe. Ec. value 
in Sweden C. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. birds, fir cones, seeds ; Ap. 
buds, seeds; Germany, Ju. seeds; France, Sep. seeds, 
berries ; Dec. cones, buds, seeds. Eaten in Gfermany, good. 

WHITE -WINGED CROSSBILL. Z. Umcopteray 
Gmel, N. America. Beauty of form and color B. Very 
rare in Britain. Food: America, Jan. seeds of trees, berries; 
Jy . ber ries ; Nov. seeds. 

TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL. Z. bifasciata, Nth. 
America. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in Britain. 
Food, America : Feb, seeds of trees, berries ; Ap. berries ; 
Sep. Nov. berries, seeds. 

ROSE-COLORED PASTOR. Pastor roseus. Tern, 
Common in Syria and Russia. Ec. value Syria, some say 
A, some say C. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Russia, Feb. seeds, insects, 
grain ; Algeria, Ap. May, seeds, insects ; Ju. Jy. insects ; 
Au. grain, insects ; Russia, Sep. seeds, insects ; Syria, Oct. 
Nov. seeds, insects ; Dec. millet. Eaten in Syria, pretty 
good. 

a AMERICAN MEADOW STARLING. Stumus 
ludovicianuSy Linn. America. Ec. value America A. 
Beauty of form and color B ; of voice B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, Jan. Feb. insects ; Ju. insects, 
larvce ; Jy. Au. Sep. insects. America good food. 

RED- WINGED STARLING. Icterus phcmicurus, 
Bonaparte. America, Ec. value B. Beauty of form and 
color B, of voice C. Very rare in Britain. Food, America, 
Jan. Feb. Ap. May, Ju. insects; Jy. Au. com, insects; 
Sep. Oct. Nov. seeds, insects. Not very good, eaten by 
the poor. 

NUT-CRACKER. Nucifraga caryocatactes. Norway, 
Alps, Pyrennees. Ec. value France B. Beauty of form and 
color B; of song C. Very rare in Britain. Food: 
France, Norway, Jan. berries, nuts, seeds ; Mar. Ap. seeds, 
berries, insects. France, seeds, berries; Jy. Au. seeds, 
insects; Nov. berri^, seeds. Eaten in France, pretty 
good. 
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GREAT BLACK WOODPECKER. Picas maHiuSj 
Linn. North Europe, Alps, Pyrenees. Ec. yalne, Europe 
A, where abundant. Beauty of form and color C; of 
voice C. Very rare in Britain. Food: Grermany, Jan. 
insects, nuts, berries. Russia, Mar. Ap. insects. France, 
Ju. Jy. insects ; Sep. Oct. berries, nuts, insects. Germany, 
Dec. berries, nuts. 

aHOOPOE. Upupa epops, Linn, Europe generally, 
France, Germany common. Ec. value, France, Germany 
A. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. Rather 
rare in Britain. Food : France, Algeria, Jan. Feb. insects ; 
Ap. insects; Ju. insects. France, Au. Sep. Nov. Dec* 
insects, worms. Eaten in France, pretty good. 

YELLOW-BILLED AMERICAN CUCKOO. 
Cuculus americantJLS, Linn. America, common in France 
and Germany. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form and 
color B ; of voice C. Has occurred three or four times in 
Britain. Food: America, Jan. Mar. insects; Ap. May, 
birds* eggs, insects ; Au. Sep. insects, berries. 

GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOO. C. glandariua, Linn. 
Africa, rare in Europe. Beauty of form and color B ; of 
voice C. Very rare in Britain. Food: Africa, Jan. 
insects ; Ap. birds* eggs, insects ; Jy. insects ; Nov. locusts, 
other insects. 

ROLLER. Coracias garrula, Linn. South Europe, 
Africa, breeds often in North Europe. Ec. value, Europe 
A, where common. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice 
C. Very rare in Britain. Food : Africa, Jan. Mar. Ap. 
berries, insects, mollusca ; May, insects, worms, mollusca ; 
Ju. insects, quadrupeds. Holland, Jy. insects, worms. 
France, Germany, Au. insects, flies, mollusca. Germany, 
Oct. berries, insects. Syria, Nov. locusts, insects, mollusca. 
Eaten in Germany. 

BEE EATER. Merops apiaster, Linn. Africa, South 
Europe most commonly. Ec. value, Algeria, Europe C. 
Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : Algeria, Jan. insects, berries ; Feb. insects; 
Mar. bees, wasps; Ap. insects, bees; May, chiefly bees; 
and through the year insects. Eaten in Germany and 
BusBia; good. 
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BELTED KINGFISHER. Alcedo alcyon, Linn. 
America. Beauty of form and color B ; of voice C. Very 
rare in Britain. Food: America, Jan. fish, insects ; May, 
fish, winged insects ; Ju. Oct. fish. 

PURPLE MARTIN. Hirundo purpura, Linn, 
America. Ec. value, America A, where common. Beauty 
of form and color B ; of voice C. Very rare in Britain. 
Food : America, Jan. May, Sep. winged insects. 

ALPINE SWIFT. Cypselus alpinus, Tern. Alps, 
Pyrennees. Ec. value, Europe B, where abundant. Beauty 
of form and color A ; of song C. Very rare in Britain. 
Food : Europe, Feb. A p. Jy. Oct. winged insects. 

RED-NECKED GOATSUCKER. Caprimulgus rufi- 
collisy Tern. Africa. Beauty of form and color A. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Africa, winged insects. 
' PASSENGER PIGEON. Columha migratoria, Linn. 
North America. Ec. value, America C. Beauty of form 
and color A. Very rare in Britain. Food : America, Jan. 
Feb. buds ; May, vegetables, seeds ; Jy, vegetables, seeds, 
berries, com ; Au. seeds, berries, fruits ; Nov. buds, berries. 
Excellent food in America. 

CAPE RC ALLY. Tetrao urogaUuSj Linn. Norway, 
Sweden, Russia. Ec. value, Europe A. Beauty of form 
and color A. Rare ; reintroduced into a few localities in 
Scotland. Food : Britain, Jan. pine leaves. Norway, Ap. 
berries, buds, sprigs, shoots; May, insects, leaves; Dec 
leaves of pine, chiefly. In Britain and Europe first class 
food. 

PALLAS SANDGROUSE. Syrrhaptes paradoxus. 
Pal. Asia, Russia, Tartary, East Asia. Beauty of form and 
color A ; of voice C. Has been often shot in Britain within 
the last five or six years. Food : Russia, Jan. Feb. seeds, 
grass. Germany, May, seeds. Russia, Ju, seeds. Britain, 
Au. Sep. seeds, plants. Pretty good food, somewhat dry ; 
eaten in Britain and Russia. 

BARBARY PARTRIDGE. Perddx petrosa, Lath 
Africa, Spain, Islands in the Mediterranean. Ec value, 
Africa B, being very good food ; C to crops. Beauty of 
form and color A. Very rare in Britain, Food : Africa, 
Feb. grain. Algeria, Ap. seeds, insects; May to Dec 

p 
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grain, seeds, insects. Oood food, not equal to the common 
partridge. 

ANDALUSIAN HEMIPODE. Hemipodiua tachy- 
dromus, Tern, Africa. Beauty of form and color C. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Algeria, Jan. seeds, insects ; 
Mar. Ju. seeds, grain, insects ; Dec. seeds, insects. 

GREAT BUSTARD. Otis tarda, Linn. Russia, 
France, Turkey, Dalmatia, Spain. Ec. value, Europe B, 
for food ; but C to crops. Beauty of form and color A. 
Very rare in Britain ; pretty abundant about 200 years ago. 
Food : Russia, Jan. Mar. Ap. insects, reptiles, small 
animals. Germany, May, com, seeds, reptiles; Jy. com, 
seeds, small animals ; Au. Oct. green crops, com, animals ; 
Dec. com, seeds, small animals. In Germany and Russia 
eaten; excellent. 

LITTLE BUSTARD. 0. tetrix, Linn.. Russia, Ger- 
many, France, chiefly the south. Ec. value, Europe, good 
food, B; but injurious to crops C. Beauty of form and 
color A. Very rare in Britain. Food: Russia, Jan. 
insects, reptiles, mammals, seeds ; Feb. seeds, green crops, 
insects. France, Ap. insects, green crops, seeds. Algeria, 
May, insects, worms, green crops; Ju. Jy. Au. insects, 
worms, seeds; Dec. insects, worms. Eaten in Africa, 
Germany, and Russia, excellent. 

RUFFED BUSTARD. 0. houbara, Linn. Africa. 
Beauty of form and color B. Believed to be the O. 
McQueenii of Gray, by some naturalists, which has occurred 
once in Britain. Food : Africa, Jan. Ju. insects, reptiles, 
seeds. Algeria, insects, reptiles, seeds ; Dec. insects, 
reptiles, seeds. Eaten in Africa, somewhat dry. 

PRATINCOLE. Glareola pratincola, Meyer. Africa, 
Hungary, Dalmatia, Russia. Ec. value, Algeria, Europe, 
A, where common. Beauty of form and color B. Very 
rare in Britain. Food : Africa, seeds ; Feb. insects, mol- 
lusca. Algeria, insects, moUusca ; May, insects. Germany, 
Ju. Jy. insects, mollusca. Africa, Dec. insects. Africa, 
Germany, said to be good to eat. 

CREAM-COLORED COURSER. Guraorius iaaheU 
linus, Meyer. Sahara, Abyssinia. Beauty of form and 
color B. Very rare in Britain. Food: Africa, insects. 
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mollusca; Ap. insects, moUosca, seeds; Au. mollusca, 
insects. 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER. Charadrius minor, 
Meyer, Germany, Holland, Russia. Ec. value, Europe A, 
where common. Beauty of form and color B. Somewhat 
rare in Britain. Food: Russia, Feh. Mar. Ap. insects, 
mollusca, worms. Germany, May, Ju. Jy. Au. Sep. insects, 
mollusca ; Dec. insects, worms. Eaten in Germany and 
Russia ; inferior to the Golden Plover. 

AMERICAN KILL-DEER PLOVER. ^giaUtes 
vociferus, America. Ec. value B, where common. Beauty 
of form and color B; of voice C. Only once killed in 
Britain " Ibis No. 15, July, 1862." Food : America, Jan. 
Mar. Jy. Nov. mollusca, Crustacea, worms. Eaten; not 
very good. 

GRAY PLOVER. Vanellus melanogaster, Beck, 
Sweden, Norway, Greenland, Iceland, North America. 
Ec. value A, where common. Beauty of form and color B. 
Rather rare, a winter visitor to Britain. Food : America, 
Jan. Feb. Mar. mollusca, worms. Britain, Sep. Nov. 
mollusca, worms. Eaten in America, good. 

TURNSTONE. Strepsilas interpres, III Norway, 
Sweden, North America, Denmark, Russia. Ec. value, 
Europe B, where common. Beauty of form and color A. 
Not very abundant, yet not rare as an autumn and winter 
visitor. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. mollusca, Crustacea, 
insects. Russia, Mar. mollusca, Crustacea, insects. Nor- 
way, May, Ju. mollusca, Crustacea, insects. Britain, Dec. 
mollusca, Crustacea, worms. Eaten in Sweden and Britain, 
somewhat fishy in flavour. 

CRANE. Grus cinerea, Beck, Sweden, Lapland, 
Russia, Germany. Ec. value A, where common. Beauty 
of form and color A ; of voice C. Very rare, formerly a 
regular visitor to Britain. Food: Russia, Jan. reptiles, 
mammals, plants. Sweden, Mar. reptiles, fish. Russia, 
Ap. reptiles, fish, herbs ; May, reptiles, fish, young birds ; 
Ju. water rats ; Jy. Au. rats, com, reptiles. Germany, 
Dec. plants, mammals, fish. In Germany and Sweden good 
for the table, recherche formerly at feasts in Britain. 

NUMIDIAJ^ CRANE. G. virgo, Pallas. Africa 
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Russia. Beauty of form and color A. Only once killed in 
Britain. Food : Africa, Jan. Mar. Ap. May, Oct. reptiles, 
mollusca, plants. Eaten in Algeria, good food. 

PURPLE HERON. Ardea purpurea, Linn, Africa, 
Holland, France. Ec. value, Europe C, where common. 
Beauty of form and color A. Food : Africa, Jan. fish, 
mice, reptiles. Holland, Ap. to Sep. fish, reptiles, insects, 
mice. Algeria, Oct. fish. Lapland, fish, reptiles. Eaten 
in Europe and Africa. 

GREAT WHITE HERON. A, egretta, Linn. Hun- 
gary, Russia, Turkey. Ec. value Britain B. Beauty of 
form and color A. A very rare visitor to Britain. Food : 
Africa, Jan. frogs, fish, mollusca; Turkey, Feb. reptiles, 
fish ; Mar. Ap. reptiles, fish, insects ; Germany, Aug. Oct. 
reptiles, fish, mollusca ; Russia Nov. reptiles, fish. Europe 
good food. 

LITTLE EGRET. A. garzetta, Linn. Russia, North 
Africa, Turkey. ,«6eauty of form and color A. A very rare 
visitor to Britain, formerly more abundant. Food : Russia, 
Jan. lizards, fish ; Ap. Ju. Jy. fish, reptiles, insects ; Oct. 
Nov. fish, reptiles, mollusca. In Europe formerly recherche 
at table ; excellent food. 

BUFF-BACKED HERON. A. russata, Tern. Africa, 
Asia, Russia, India. Beauty of form and color A. Rare 
in Britain, formerly abundant. Food : Russia, Feb. reptiles, 
fish ; Algeria, Mar. Ap. May, insects, fish, reptiles ; Sep. 
Dec. fish, insects. Eaten in Africa, good. 

SQUACCO HERON. A. ralloides, Scop. South of 
France, Algeria. Ec. value Europe B. where common. 
Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in Britain. Food : 
Algeria, Jan. Mar. Ap. reptiles, mollusca, fish. May, Ju. 
Jy. Au, Sep. fish, insects. Probably good to eat. 

BITTERN. A. stellaris, Linn. Holland, Denmark, 

Sweden, Russia, Ec. value Europe B where common. 

Beauty of form and color B. Rather rare in Britain, 

formerly abundant in the fen districts. Food : Russia, Jan. 

Feb. Mar. Ap. reptiles, fish, insects. Holland, May to 

Sep. £sh, insects; Oct. fish, reptiles. Formerly reckoned 

^ood food in Holland. 

LITTLE BITL^^^. A. minuta^ Litin. la^sJ^wA, 
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France, Germany, Africa. Ec. value Europe C where 
common. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : Africa, Feb. insects, fish, fry ; Algeria, 
Ap. Ju. Jy. Au. insects, fish ; Africa, Sep. Oct. fish, in- 
sects ; Algeria, Nov. Dec. fish, moUusca. Eaten in Holland 
and Algeria, good. 

AMERICAN BITTERN. A. lentigmosa, Mont North 
America, Ec. value C where conmion. Beauty of fonn and 
color B. Very rare in Britain. Food: America, Jan. Feb. 
fish ; Ap. May, Oct. fish, insects, reptiles. Probably good 
to eat. 

NIGHT HERON. Nycticorax ardeola, Tem. Holland, 
Africa, America, &c. Ec. value Europe C where common. 
Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : 
America, Feb. Mar. Ap. fish, reptiles, insects ; Holland, 
May, Ju. Jy. Au. fish, reptiles, insects, moUusca ; America. 
Nov. Dec. fish, mollusca, reptiles. Said to be good to eat. 

WHITE STORK. Ctconta alba, Bech. Holland, Ger- 
many, Russia, Denmark. Ec. value Europe A where 
common. Beauty of form and color A ; of voice C. Very 
rare in Britain. Food : Russia, Jan. reptiles, mice ; Feb. 
insects, mollusca ; Germany, May, insects, fish, mollusca, 
mice ; Ju. young birds, insects, mollusca ; Jy. Au. Sep. 
fish, mice, insects, mollusca. Holland, Nov. insects, mice, 
mollusca. 

BLACK STORK. C, nigra, Bech, Russia, Hungary, 
Turkey, Holland, Europe. Ec. value Europe C where 
common. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : Russia, Feb. fish, reptiles ; Denmark, Ap. 
May, fish, reptiles, insects ; Germany, Oct. fish, reptiles, 
insects. 

SPOONBILL. Platalea leucorodia, Linn, Holland, 
Europe. Ec. value Europe C where common. Beauty of 
form and color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : Holland, 
Jan. reptiles, fish, fry ; Europe, Mar. fish, fry ; Ap. fish, 
fry, mollusca, insects ; Russia, May, Au, fish, fry, mollusca, 
insects; Holland, Sep. Nov. fish, fry, mollusca, insects. 
Eaten in Holland, good. 

GLOSSY IBIS. Ibis /alciuellua, Lmu. ksMw^^^:^<>s.^ 
East Europe, Africa, Sweden. ^e«oX.i qI iwa. «s^^ '^^'^ 
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B. Very rare in Britain. Food : Russia, Jan. fry, fish, 
reptiles; Feb. to Sep. fish, reptiles, insects ; Germany, Dec. 
fish, reptiles, fry. 

ESQUIMAUX CURLEW. Numcnius borealis, Lath. 
N. America. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, Mar. Sep. Oct. molhisca, insects, 
seeds. 

aSPOTTED REDSHANK. Totanus fuscus, LeisL 
Breeds in Lapland: autumn and winter visitor to south 
and temperate Europe. Beauty of form and color B. 
Winter and autumn visitor to Britain, somewhat scarce. 
Food : Britain, Jan. moUusca, worms. Sweden, Ap. May, 
mollusca, worms, insects. Lapland^ Ju. Jy. Au. mollusca, 
worms, insects. Britain, Oct. Dec. mollusca, worms. Eaten 
in Holland, good. 

aGREEN SANDPIPER. T, ochropus, Tern. Hol- 
land; breeds in Sweden and Norway, and goes south in 
winter. Beauty of form and color B. Scarce : most com- 
mon in spring and autumn in Britain, a few remain to breed. 
Food : Britain, Feb. mollusca, Crustacea, worms. Sweden, 
Ap. May, mollusca, worms, insects. Britain, Ju. worms, 
insects Norway, Jy. Oct. worms, insects, mollusca. 

aSPOTTED SANDPIPER. T. macalarius, Tern. 
Europe ; the American species is thought to be a different 
species, although once called the same. Ec. value A, where 
common. Beauty of form and color B. Occasional visitor 
to Britain, very rare. Food: Holland, Jan. Ju. insects, 
worms. Prance, insects, worms. 

GREENSHANK. T. glottis, Bech. North Europe 
chiefly in summer ; winter visitor generally to the south. 
Ec. value C, where common. Beauty of form and color B. 
Not very common, in winter a very few breed. Food: 
Britain, Feb. fish. Lapland, May, fish ; Au. mollusca, fish. 
Britaiu, Oct. Nov. Dec. fish, mollusca, Crustacea. Eaten in 
Holland, often fishy. 

YELLOW-SHANKED SANDPIPER. T. flavipes, 

Swains. America. Beauty of form and color B. Very 

rare in Britain. Food : America, Jan. mollusca, insects ; 

Ap. Jy. Oct. Nov. fish, insects, mollusca. 

aBABTRAWQ SANDPIPER. T. Bartramii, Wils. 
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America. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, Mar. insects, mollusca, worms ; 
Ju. insects ; Oct. grass, plants, insects ; Nov. insects, mol- 
lusca. 

AVOCET. Eecurvtrostra avocetta, Linn, Europe; 
Holland, Russia, commonly. Ec. value, Europe B, where 
common. Beauty of form and color A. Rare now ; for- 
merly common on the east coast of England. Food : France, 
Germany, Jan. mollusca, fish, worms. Holland, Feb. mol- 
lusca, fry, worms, Crustacea. France, Mar. mollusca, worms, 
fry. Britain, Ap. insects, worms, mollusca. France, May, 
insects, worms. Holland, Jy. Au. Sep. insects, worms, 
mollusca. Italy, Dec. worms, mollusca. Eaten in Holland, 
good. 

BLACK- WINGED STILT. Himantopus melanopte- 
ru8y Meyer. Africa, Russia. Beauty of form and color B. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Africa, Jan. insects, worms. 
Algeria, Ap. Ju. Oct. water beetles, mollusca. 

BAR-TAILED GOD WIT. Limosa rufa, Brias, Lap- 
land, Finland, Russia ; breeds in Lapland. Beauty of form 
and color B. Winter visitor to Britain; not very rare. 
Food : Britain, Jan. Ap. mollusca, insects. Lapland, Au. 
Sep. mollusca, insects, worms. Sweden, mollusca, seeds, 
worms. Eaten in Holland and Germany ; excellent. 

aGREAT SNIPE. Scolopax major, GmeL Iceland, 
Lapland, Scandinavia, Germany, Holland. Ec. value, Eu- 
rope A, where common. Beauty of form and color B. 
Rare in Britain. Food: Britain, Jan. insects, mollusca. 
Europe, May, insects, worms, mollusca. Iceland, Ju. insects, 
worms, mollusca. Britain, Sep. Dec. worms, mollusca. 
Eaten in Germany ; inferior to the common snipe. 

BROWN SNIPE. S. grisea, GmeL Germany, Hol- 
land, America. Ec. value, America B. Beauty of form 
and color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : America, Mar. 
Ap. Ju. Dec. insects, worms, Crustacea. 

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER. Tringa rufescens, 
Vieill. Believed to breed in Borean America; autumn 
visitor to United States. Beauty of form and color B. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : America, insects, Crustacea, 

BBOAD-BILLED SANDPIPER. T. platyrhynchcL, 
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Tem. Most common in Scandinayift. Beanty of form and 
color B. Very rare Tisitor to Britain. Food : Britain, 
Feb. crostacea, moUnsca. Lapland, Maj, Jj. cmstacea, 
insects, mollosca. Britain, Oct. moUnsca, cmstacea. 

LITTLE STINT. T. minuta. Leister, North Enssia, 
Germanj, France, HoDand, &c. Beaatj of form and color 
B. Bather scarce in Britain. Food : Hossia, Jan. Mar. 
An. cmstacea, mollnsca. Britain, Bee. cmstacea, worms. 
Somewhat fishj to eat. 

NORTH AMERICAN STINT. T. pusilla, Linn. 
America. Beantj of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, nK>llnsca, cmstacea, insects. 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER. T. pectwalis, Bp. 
North America. Ec. yalne B, where common. Beanty of 
form and color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : America, 
Feb. An. cmstacea, mollnsca. Enrope, Dec. cmstacea, 
mollusca. Eaten in America, good. 

SPOTTED CRAKE. Gallinula porzana, Lath, En- 
rope generally. Ec. yalne B, where common. Beauty of 
form and color B. Rather scarce in Britain ; breeds her* 
occasionally in suitable localities. Food : Enrope, Jan. 
Mar. mollusca, worms, insects. HoUand, Ap. May, Ju. 
mollusca, worms, insects. Britain, Jy. mollusca, insects, 
worms; An. seeds, insects, worms. France, Nov. seeds, 
worms, mollusca. Eaten in Holland, good. 

LITTLE CRAKE. G, pusilla, Bech, Europe, es- 
pecially the south of France and Italy. Beauty of form and 
color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : Europe, Feb. worms, 
insects, mollusca. France, Russia, Mar. mollusca, worms, 
insects. Russia, Ap. mollusca, worms, insects. Britain, 
Sep. mollusca, worms, insects. France, Oct. mollusca, 
worms. Italy, Nov. mollusca, worms. Eaten in Holland, 
good. 

BAILLON^S CRAKE. G, Baillonii, Tem, Holland. 

France, Italy. Ec. value B, where common. Beauty of 

form and color B. Rare in Britain. Food : Russia, Jan. 

fforms, seeds. Holland, Mar. Ap. Jy. worms, seeds, insects, 

JF^rancOf An, Nov, insects, seeds, mollusca, worms. Eaten 

j'n Holland, good, 

JPUBPLE WATER-HEN. Porphyno >i)jadul\vu%^ 
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Tern. Eussia, Africa, Turkey. Ec. value, Algeria C, 
where common. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare 
in Britain, said to have occurred in Scotland. Food : 
Algeria, Jan. Feb. Mar. water plants, insects, fish ; May, 
Ju. insects, fish, grain ; Jy. Au. Sep. insects, fish, grain ; 
Oct. water plants, insects, fish. 

GRAY PHALEROPE. Phaleropus platyrhynchus, 
Tern. North America, Arctic regions. Beauty of form and 
color B. Rare in Britain, less so than formerly. Food : 
America, Jan. fish, moUusca, Crustacea. Russia, Mar. Ap. 
May, Ju. insects, mollusca. America, Jy. Au. insects. 
Britain, Nov. mollusca. 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE. Anser brachyrhi/nchus, 
Bail, Breeds in Iceland and Harris. Ec. value, Europe 
B. Beauty of form and color B. Somewhat rare in Britain 
usually, occasionally in great abundance. Food : Britain, 
Jan. Feb. grass, mollusca, plants. Iceland, Ap. grass, 
plants, Jy. grass, plants, mollusca. Britain, Nov. Dec. grass, 
plants. Eaten in Britain, good. 

RED-BREASTED GOOSE. A. ruficoUis, GmeL 
Generally rare, believed to breed in north Russia and Persia. 
Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in Britain. Food : 
Asia, Feb. Sep. Dec. plants, seeds. 

EGYPTIAN GOOSE. A. JEgyptiams, Jmyns, Africa, 
Turkey, Greece. Ec. value, Africa B, where common. 
Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : 
Africa, Jan. May, plants, seeds, mollusca. Eaten in Tur- 
key, but inferior to the common goose. 

SPUR- WINGED GOOSE. A. gambmsis, Jenyns. 
Africa. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in Britain. 
Food : Africa, Mar. Oct. seeds, plants, mollusca. 

CANADA GOOSE. A, Canadensis, Flem, North 
America. Ec. value, America B, where com. Beauty of 
form and color B. Very rare if not escaped from captivity* 
Food: America, Jan. Mar. Ap. May, Ju. seeds, plants, 
mollusca; Jy. plants, mollusca; Au. Sep. mollusca, algae, 
Crustacea. Eaten in Europe, good. 

BEWICK'S SWAN. Cygnus miuor, K«^% axvi^. ;bx, * 
N.Europe, Beauty of form oti^ ^o\at k.. ^-sw^^Ssl^^^Jmsssv. 
Food: Sweden, Jan. insects. 'L«^\mA, K^.^^\5^^^^s^.^'^^ 
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mollusca; Oct. water plants, insects, mollnsca. Britain, 
Dec. water plants, insects, mollnsca. 

RUDDY SHIELDRAKE. Anas rutila, PaJL Rus- 
sia, Persia, Syria. Ec. yalne, Europe B. where com. 
Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in Britain. Pood : 
Russia, Jan. insects, mollnsca, fish, plants; Feb. Mar. 
insects, fish, mollusca, plants ; May, Ju. com, insects, mol- 
lusca, plants ; Not. Dec. insects, mollusca, water plants. 
Eaten in Russia ; rank. 

GADWELL. A. strepera, Linn. East Europe, com- 
monly; Holland. Ec. value B, where common. Beauty 
of form and color B. Rare in Britain. Food : Europe, 
Jan. Mar. fish, plants. Holland, May, Ju. Jy. fish, plants. 
Britain, Au. fish, plants, insects. Europe, Oct. fish, seeds, 
plants, mollusca. Eaten in Britain and HoUand, good food. 

STELLER;S western duck, a, dispar, Sparrm. 
Lapland, Russia. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare 
in Britain. Food: Europe, Feb. Mar. plants, mollusca, 
fish. Russia, Ap. plants, fish, mollusca; Sep. Oct. Not. 
plants, algsB, Crustacea, mollusca. 

KING DUCK. A, spectabiliSy Linn, America, Ice- 
land, Greenland. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare 
in Britain. Food : America, fish, seaweed, mollusca. 
Good food. 

VELVET SCOTER. A. fusca, Linn. America, 
Russia, Scandinavia. Ec. Talue, Europe C, where common. 
Beauty of form and color B. Rare in the south, common 
in spring in Orkney. Food : America, Jan. Ap. Ju. fish, 
mollusca, algce. Russia, Au. fish, algae, mollusca. Norway, 
Sep. fish, alg8B, mollusca. Britain, Not. fish, mollusca, 
Crustacea, algse. Rank food. 

SURF SCOTER. A, perspicillata, Linn. America, ' 
breeds in Labrador. Beauty of form and color B. Very 
rare in Britain. Food : America, mollusca, fish, Crustacea. 
Very rank food. 

RED CRESTED WHISTLING DUCK. A. ru- 

Jina, Fall. Russia, Hungary, Africa. Beauty of form and 

color B. A rare occasional Tisitor to Britain. Food : 

liussia, msectSf mollusca, plants. Ei«i\«Ti m B.\si[«iaHt 

Srood. 
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PAGETTS POCHARD. A. ferinoides, Neum. A 
very rare visitor to Britain. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK. A. ferruginea, Penn. 
Russia and Africa. Beauty of form and color B. A very 
rare visitor in winter to Britain. Food: Russia, Jan. 
moUusca, insects, plants. Britain, Ap. plants, seeds, rep- 
tiles insects. Russia, May, Ju. plants, seeds, reptiles, insects. 
Sep. moUusca, seeds, insects; Nov. moUusca, seeds, fish. 
Eaten in Germany and Russia, good. 

AMERICAN SCAUP. A, mariloidesj Vig. America. 
Beauty of form and color B. A very rare visitor to 
Britain. Food : America, fish, moUusca. 

TUFTED DUCK. A. fuligula, Linn. Sweden, Hol- 
land, France, Germany, Italy. Ec. value Holland B where 
common. Beauty of form and color B. Winter visitor to 
Britain, not very abundant. Food : Europe, Feb. Mar. Ap. 
algfie, fish, moUusca. Holland, May to Au. algse, fish, mol- 
lusca. Britain, Sep. Oct. Dec. algse, fish, moUusca. Eaten 
in Holland, good. 

HARLEQUIN DUCK. A. histrionica, Linn. Breeds 
in Iceland, Labrador, Lapland, Russia. Ec. value Europe 
C where common. Beauty of form and color A. Rare 
winter visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. Crus- 
tacea, fish, mollusca. Eaten in Iceland, rank. 

BUFFEL HEADED DUCK. A. alheola, Linn. 
America. Beauty of form and color B. A very rare 
visitor to Britain. Food : America, fish, mollusca, Crusta- 
cea, algae. Eaten in America, rank. 

SMEW. Mergus albelluSy Linn. Lapland, Russia; 
winter visitor to the south and centre of Europe. Beauty 
of form and color A. Not rare as a winter visitor to 
Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. Mar. Crustacea, mollusca, fish. 
Lapland, May, Sep. fish, insects. Sweden, Oct. fish, Crus- 
tacea. Europe, fish, Crustacea. Rank flavored. 

HOODED MERGANSER Mergus cucullatus, Linn. 
N. America. Beauty of form and color A. A winter 
visitor to Britain, very rare. Food : Britain, Feb. Crustacea, 
fish. America, Ap. fish. Rank flavored. 

RED l^ECKED GREBEi. Podxccp%rub\^o\\\.^^T^^ 
Denmark, Poland, Russia. 'Ec. T«X\xa "Ewxov^ ^^ ^^^x^ 
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common. Beauty of form and color C. A rare winter 
visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Feb. Mar. Ap. insects, 
fish, Crustacea ; Dec. fish. Bank flavored. 

SCLAVONIAN GREBE. P. comutus, Lath, Po- 
land, Russia, Iceland. Beauty of form and color C. A 
winter visitor, and more rarely a summer visitor to Britain. 
Food : Britain, Feb. fish, mollusca. Iceland, Ap. May, Ju. 
fish, mollusca, Crustacea. Britain, Oct. fish, seeds, mollusca. 
Eaten in Poland, rank flavored. 

EARED GREBE. P. auritus, Lath, Poland, Ger- 
many, Russia, rarer in other parts of Europe. Ec. value 
C, where common. Beauty of form and color C. A rare 
visitor to Britain. Food : Russia, Jan. Feb. fish, mollusca ; 
Mar. insects, fish, Crustacea ; May, fish, Crustacea, insects ; 
Au. Sep. Dec. fish, insects, seeds. Eaten in Russia, rank 
flavored. 

BLACK THROATED DIVER. Colymhus arcticus, 
Linn. Lapland, Norway in summer; winter visitor to 
south and temperate Europe. Ec, value C, where common. 
Beauty of form and color B. A few breed in Sutherland- 
shire, rather a scarce winter visitor to Britain. Food: 
Britain, Jan. Feb. Mar. fish, mollusca, Crustacea, plants. 
Sweden, Ap. to Jy. fish, insects, mollusca, plants. Britain, 
Au. fish, mollusca, plants ; Nov. Dec. fish, Crustacea. Very 
rank flavored, eaten in Lapland. 

BRUNNICH'S GUILLEMOT. Uria Brunnichii, 
Sabine. Greenland, Iceland, America. Ec. value C, where 
common. Beauty of form and color B. A very rare bird 
in Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. fish, Crustacea. Europe, 
Mar. fish, Crustacea. America, Ap. May, fish, Crustacea. 
Iceland, Ju. Jy. fish, Crustacea. America, Au. Sep. Oct. 
fish, Crustacea. Very fishy. 

GREAT AUK. Alca impennis, Linn. Now extinct, 
formerly in St. Kilda, Iceland, Labrador, Newfoundland. 
"Was said to live on fish. 

LITTLE AUK. Uria alky Tern. Arctic America, 

Greenland, Iceland. Beauty of form and color C. A 

winter visitor to JBritain, scarce. Food : Britain, Jan. Feb. 

Mar. £sh, Crustacea, mollusca. Iceland, A?^. M».^ to Sep. 

Crustacea. Britain, Not. Dec. moWusca, (it\3kaUc.^«.. "SaXksl 

^ America, Bshy, 
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CASPIAN TERN. Sterna Caspia, Fall. Eastern 
Europe, Denmark, Germany. Beauty of form and color A. 
A very rare visitor to Britain. Food : Bussia, Jan. Feb. 
Mar. fish, Crustacea. Germany, Ju. Oct. fish, insects. 
Russia, Oct. Nov. fish. Eaten in Bussia, very fishy. 

SWIFT TERN. S. velox, Mpp, America, breeds in 
Labrador. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, 'fish. 

SOOTY TERN. S.fuliginosa, Ginel. America, Ascen- 
sion, &c. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, fish. 

WHISKERED TERN. aS'. leucopareia, Natt Russia, 
Hungary, Germany, gulf of Venice. Beauty of form and 
color A. Very rare in Britain. Food: Europe, insects, 
fish. Germany, Mar. insects. Italy, Ju. insects. Europe, 
Sep. to Dec. fish. 

GULL-BILLED TERN. S. Anglica, Mont. Egypt. 
Hungary, Turkey, America. Beauty of form and color A. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Europe, Jan. insects, fish. 
Italy, Feb. insects. Germany, Mar. fish. Russia, Ap. May, 
Britain, Ju. fish, insects. Europe, fry; Au. insects. Russia, 
Sep. Nov. fish. Fishy in flavour. 

WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN. ;S'. leucoptera, 
Meisn. America, Germany, Mediterranean, Italy. Ec. 
value, B where common. Beauty of form and color A. 
Rare in Britain, food : America, Feb. fish, insects ; May, 
Ju. insects, Britain, Jy. insects. America, Sep. fisli, 
insects. Russia, Sep. insects. Algeria, Oct. Nov. insects, 
fish. Fishy in flavour. 

NODDY TERN. S. stolida, Linn. America, St. 
Helena, Australia. Ec. value C, where common. Beauty 
of form and color B. Rare in Britain. Food : America, 
fish, mollusca. Eaten in Polynesia, fishy flavoured. 

SABINE'S GULL. Larus Sabini, Sabine. North 
America. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, fish. 

WEDGE-TAILED GULL. L. Bossii, Rich. America, 
Europe, rare. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in 
Britain. Food ; America, Ma.. 

LITTLE GULL, L, minutuft, PaU. ^^^^^^^^^ 
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Beauty of form and color A. Rare in Britain. Food: 
Russia, Jan. Britain, Ap. insects, fish. Russia, Au. in- 
sects, fish. Britain, Nov. fish. 

BONAPARTE'S GULL. Z. Bmapartii, Bich. A- 
merica. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare m Britam. 
Food : America, Feb. Mar. fish. Britain, Ap. insects, fish. 
Europe, Dec. fish. Britain, Ap. fish. 

GREAT BLACK-HEADED GULL. L. ichthyaetos, 
Pall. Russia and Asia. Beauty of form and color A. 
Very rare in Britain. Food : Russia, fish. Europe, fish. 

LAUGHING GULL. L. atricilla, Linn. North 
America. Ec. value, America A, where common. Beauty 
of form and color A. Very rare yisitor in winter to Britain. 
Food : America, fish. 

IVORY GULL. L. ebumeus, Gmel. North America, 
Greenland. Beauty of form and color A. Very rare in 
Britain. Food : America, fish, carcases of whales. Very 
fishy in flavour. 

ICELAND GULL. i. leucopterus, Fab. Iceland, 
Bafl&n's Bay, Melville Island, &c. Beauty of form and 
color A. Rare in Britain. Food : Europe, Feb. fish. 
America, Ap. fish. Iceland, May, Ju. Jy. fish, young birds ; 
Au. Nov. fish. Eaten in Iceland, fishy. 

GLAUCUS GULL. L. glaucusy BriXn. Iceland, 
Greenland, &c. Beauty of form and color A. Rare. in the 
south ; a regular winter visitor to the north islands of 
Britain, Food : Europe, Jan. fish. Britain, Mar. fish. 
Iceland, .May, young birds. Norway, Ju. carcases of whales, 
Jy. Au. young birds, fish. Britain, Nov. Dec. fish. Eaten 
in Iceland and America, fishy. 

POMARINE SKUA. Lestria Pomarina, Tern. A- 
merica, Finland, Baltic. Beauty of form and color B. A 
rare visitor to Britain. Food : Britain, Jan. fish. Sweden, 
Mar. fish. America, Ap. fish, Crustacea. Russia, Ju. Jy. 
Au. young birds, Crustacea. Fishy in flavour. 

BUFFON'S SKUA. L. Buffonii, Boie. North Eu- 
rope, America ; winter visitor to the south. Beauty of form 
and color A. Rare visitor to Britain. Food : Russia, fish. 
Britain, fish. 
CAPPED PETREL. Procellaria hcesitata, Kuhl. 
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Australia, America. Ec. value A, where common, a guano 
bird. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare as a visitor 
to Britain. Food : Australia, Feb. fish. Oceania, carcases 
of whales. Fishy in flavor. 

GREAT SHEARWATER. Fuffims major, Kuhl 
America, islands of Atlantic. Beauty of form and color B. 
Somewhat scarce in Britain. Food : Oceania, fish. Britain, 
fish. Eaten in America, very fishy, good when young. 

DUSKY SHEARWATER. P. ohsmrua, Kuhl. A- 
merica. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare in Britain. 
Food : America, fish. Fishy in flavor. 

BULWER'S PETREL. Thalassidroma Bulweri, 
Gould. Islands of the Atlantic, Madeira, &c. Beauty of 
form and color B. Very rare in Britain. Food : America, 
fish, mollusca. Eaten in America, fishy. 

WILSON'S PETREL. T. Wtlsoni. Atlantic Ocean, 
North America. Beauty of form and color B. Very rare 
in Britain. Food : America, fish, Crustacea, mollusca. 

FORK TAILED PETREL. T. Leachii, Tern. A- 
merica and the Atlantic. Beauty of form and color B. 
Rare in Britain. Food : America, mollusca, Crustacea, fish. 



ADDENDA OF SPECIES OMITTED IN 
THEIR PROPER ORDER 



WILLOW WREN. . Sylvia trochilus, Lath, Europe, 
Africa, &c. Summer visitor to Britain. Ec. value, A. 
Beauty of form, B ; of song B. A common bird. Food : 
Africa, winter, insects. Food: Britain, Ap. Ju. Jy. 
insects. 

FIRE-CRESTED REGULUS. Eegulus ignicapillm, 
Licht Europe. Occasional visitor to Britain. Food : 
Germany, Ap. May, Ju. insects. Food: Britain, Jy. 
insects. 

DALMATIAN REGULUS. Regulus modestus, Gould. 
Northern Asia, Heligoland. Very rare in Britain. 

PENSYLVANIAN PIPIT. Anthus ludovicianus, Bp, 
N. America, very rare in Britain. Food : Canada, May, 
Ju. insects. Labrador, Jy. Au. insects. Pretty good 
eating. 

WOOD SANDPIPER. Totanua glareola, Linn, 
Europe. Rare visitor to Britain. Food : Germany, Feb. 
Mar. Ap. mollusca, worms, Crustacea. Sweden, Ap. May, 
Ju. mollusca, worms, Crustacea. 

SCHINTZ SANDPIPER. Tringa Schinzi, Eyton. 
North America. Rare visitor to Britain. Food : Hudson's 
Bay, Ju. Jy. Crustacea, fry. 

AMERICAN WIGEON. Anas Atnericana, Gmel. 
America, accidental visitor to Britain. Food: America, 
agnatic plants. Excellent for the table. 
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„ Red-necked ... 79 

,, Eared 80 

Greenfinch, 16 33 

Grosbeak, Pine 66 

Greenshauk 74 

Grouse, Black 41 

„ Red, 14 41 

Guillemot, Black 53 

„ Common, 6, 15 53 

,, Brunnich's ... 80 

GuU, Black. headed ... 55 

Common 55 

Lesser Black-backed 55 

Herring 55 

Great ^lack-backed 56 

Sabine's 81 

Wedge^ailed ... 81 

Little ... ... 81 

Buonaparte's ... 82 

Great Black-headed 82 

Laughing 82 

Ivory 82 
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Gull, Iceland 82 

,, Glaucus 82 

Harrier, Marsh, 15 ... 60 

„ Hen, 15 .. ... 60 

,, Montague's ... 61 

Hawfinch 34 

Heron ... ... ... 43 

Purple 72 

Great White .. 72 

Buff-backed ... 72 

Squacco 72 

Night 73 

Hemipode, Andalusian ... 70 

Hooper Swan 48 

Hobby 59 

Hoopoe ... ... ... 68 

Ibis, Glossy 73 

Ixos, Dusky 63 

Jay, 6 ... ... ... 37 

Jackdaw, 17 37 

Kestrel 21 

JtLite, 7 ... ••• ••• ^9 

„ Swallow-tailed ... 60 

Kittiwake 55 

Kinglet, Ruby-crowned ... 65 

Kingfisher ... ... ... 39 

„ Great Belted... 69 

Ejiot 45 

Landrail 46 

Lapwing 43 

Lark, Crested 65 

„ Short-toed 66 

,, Shore ... ... 66 

„ Wood 31 

• • lO AiV ••• ••• •«• vJL 

Linnet, 16 34 

Magpie, 6 37 

Msurtin 39 

Sand, 17 39 

Purple 69 

Merganser, Red-breasted 51 

„ Hooded ... 79 

Merlin ... ^ 59 

Moorhen ... 46 

Nightingale, 17, 18 ... 27 

Night Jar 39 

Nuthatch, 17 38 

Nutcracker 67 

Oriole, Golden '63 

Osprey 69 
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Ouzel, Water, 9 23 

,, Hing 25 

Owl, Long-eared, 9, 15 ... 22 

Bam, 9 22 

Tawny, 17 22 

Eagle 61 

Hawk 61 

Little 62 

Mottled 62 

Scops-eared ... ... 61 

Short-eared 61 

Snowy 61 

Tengmalm's ... 62 

Oyster Catcher 43 

Partridge, 6, 13 41 

,, Barbary ... 69 

,, Red-legged ... 41 

Pastor, Rose-colored ... 67 

Petrel, Bulwer's 83 

Capped 82 

Fork-taUed ... 83 

Fulmar 56 

Storm, 16 57 

Wilson's 83 

Phalerope, Gray 77 

„ Red-necked ... 47 

Pheasant, 6, 13 40 

Pigeon, Passenger 69 

Pipit, Meadow, 18 ... 31 

Pensylvanian ... 84 

Richard's 65 

Tawny 65 

Tree 31 

Rock 31 

Plover, American Kill-deer 71 
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Gray 

Golden, 18 

Kentish ... 

Little-ringed 
„ Ringed ... 

Pochard 

,, Paget's ... 

Pratincole 

Ptarmigan 

Puffin, 15 

QuaU, 16 

Raven, 8, 14, 15 ... 
Razorbill, 6, 15 ... 

Redwing 

Redbreast, 16, 17... 



71 
42 
43 
71 
42 
51 
79 
70 
41 
53 
42 
36 
53 
24 
25 



Redstart, 17 


25 


,, Black 


63 


Redshank ... 


44 


,, Spotted... 


74 


Redpole, Mealy 


34 


„ Lesser, 16 


34 


Regulus, Golden-crested... 


29 


„ Fire-crested 


84 


,, Dalmatian 


84 


Roller 


68 


Rook, 12, 17 


36 
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44 


Sanderling 


43 


Sandpiper, Bartram's 


74 


, 


, Broad-billed .. 


75 


) 


, Buff-breasted... 


75 


) 


, Common 


44 


) 


, Curlew 


45 


J 


, Spotted 


74 


> 


, Green 


74 


1 


, Pectoral 


76 


> 


, Purple 


46 


, 


, Wood 


84 


) 


Yellow-shanked 


74 


Sandgrouse, Pallas 


69 


Scaup 


51 


,, American 


79 


Scoter, Common 


50 


,, Velvet 


78 


,, Surf 


78 


Shag 

Shiddrake, Common 


54 


49 


,, Ruddy 


78 


Shearwater, Dusky 


83 


„ Greater 


83 


,, Manx 


56 


Shoveller 


49 


Shrike, Gray, 9 

„ Red-backed, 9 ... 


22 


22 


„ Woodchat 


62 


Sislon 


34 


Skylark, 17 


31 


^ua, BufFon's 


82 


„ Common, 15 


56 


„ Pomarine 


82 


,, Richardson's 


56 


Smew 


79 


Snipe, Brown 


75 


,, Common, 18 


45 


») 


Great 


75 
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Snipe, Jack 45 

Sparrow, Hedge, 11, 17 ... 26 

House, 12, 13, 16 33 

Hawk 21 

xpee ... ... oo 

Spoonbill 73 

Starling 35 

,, American Meadow 67 

„ Bed-winged ... 67 

Stilt, Black- winged ... 75 

Stint, Little 76 

,, North American ... 76 

,, Temminck's ... 46 

Stonechat 25 

Stork, Black 73 

„ Wldte, 15 73 

Swallow, 17 39 

Swan, Mute 48 

Hooper 48 

Bewick's 77 

Swift, Common 39 

,, Alpine 69 

X. eai ... ... ... ... Ovr 

Tern, Sandwich 64 

Roseate 54 

Conmaon 54 

Arctic 54 

Lesser 54 

Black 55 

Caspian 81 

Swift 81 

Sooty 81 

Whiskered 81 

Gull-biUed ... .... 81 

White-winged Black 81 

Noddy 81 

Titmouse, Great, 11 ... 29 

Blue, 11, 16 ... 29 

Cole 29 

Marsh 29 

Longtail ... 30 

Bearded ... 30 

Tit, Crested, 14 65 

Thrush, Missel, 17 ... 23 

„ Song, 9, 17 ... 24 
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Thrush, Gold- vented 

„ White's 

„ Rock 

Turnstone 

Twite 

Vulture, Egyptian, 9 

,, Griffon 

Wagtail, White 

Pied 

Gray 

Gray-headed ... 

Ruy's 

Warbler, Blue-throated ... 

Savi's 

Great Sedge 

Orpheus 

Rufous Sedge ... 

Aquatic 

Grasshopper ... 

Sedge 

Reed 

Garden 

Dartford 
Waxwing, Bohemian 

Water Rail 

Water Hen, Purple 

White Throat 

,, Lesser 

Whimbrel 

Wheatear ... 

Whinchat 

Willow Wren, 11, 17 ... 
,, ,, Melodious... 

Wigeon 

,, American... 
Woodwren, 18 

Woodlark 

Woodpecker, Great Black 
Green, 17 ... 
Great Spotted 
,, Lesser Spotted 

Woodcock 

Wren, 11, 17 

Wryneck, 17 

Yellow-hammer, 6, 17 ... 
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C<ymmun\€XJiii(m» relative to the Food of Birds are invited hy 

the Author 



ERBATA. 

Page 47, line 19, for Phalerope read Phalarope — for Pha- 
leropus read Phalaropus. 

Page 65, line 1, for Wheatear read Kinglet. 

Page 77, line 1, for Phalerope read Phalarope. Line 7, for 
Phalerope read Phalarope — for Phaleropus read Phalaropus. 
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